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Dear Alumni and Friends,

Each year, I marvel at the capacity of the Harvard University Graduate School 
of Design (GSD) community to mobilize in response to far-reaching challenges 
affecting communities around the world. Together, we are a fellowship of students 
and teachers, designers and thinkers, alumni and friends—and we share the belief 
that design has a powerful role in shaping our world. The pages ahead afford a 
singular opportunity to synthesize and reflect on the many threads of the GSD’s 
ongoing work and herald our new aspirations and directions.

We remain deeply committed to engaging questions of global urbanization and 
the future of the city, and our commitment is foundational to our pedagogy 
in architecture, landscape architecture, and urban planning and design. In 
particular, our option studios offer students and faculty the opportunity to 
investigate a series of specific sites and cities, both global and local in scope.  
This year, the program included visits to 14 countries and a range of diverse 
topics, among them a vision for the rising city of Fukuoka, Japan, the urban 
metabolism of Beijing’s hutongs, and building industries in Africa’s water cities;  
a number of studios were also held in the United States.

Innovation in design and its integration into fields of research throughout the 
University remains a broad motivation for our ambitious and growing pedagogical 
agenda. We were proud to inaugurate a joint degree program with Harvard’s T.H. 
Chan School of Public Health that explores the intersection between health and 
urbanization. The Center for Green Buildings and Cities, led by Ali Malkawi, 
revealed its HouseZero project, an experiment in transforming existing buildings 
into energy-efficient—even energy-producing—engines. Our Master in Design 
Engineering (MDE) program, a collaboration with Harvard’s John A. Paulson 
School of Engineering and Applied Sciences, concluded its inaugural year. In 
support of outstanding, cutting-edge research by our students, we were proud 



Left: Dean Mohsen Mostafavi with 
2017 Black in Design Conference 
organizers (from left) Marcus Mello 
MArch ’18, MUP 18; Natasha Hicks 
MDes ’19, MUP 19; and Amanda 
Miller MDes ’17 (far right) and event 
keynote speaker Hamza Walker 
(second from right) at the Harvard 
University Graduate School 
of Design. 

to name the fi rst two John E. (Jack) Irving Innovation 
Fellows. And two of our studio series, in collaboration 
with Knoll and AECOM, continued to produce 
remarkable opportunities for our students and faculty 
to develop new ways of thinking that 
will defi ne our future.

Our public programming complemented our pedagogy 
and research while reaffi  rming the GSD as a cultural 
center. This Spring, we convened a panel of experts 
to discuss the future of retail in a rapidly changing 
landscape. We mounted exhibitions of contemporary 
Chinese architecture, Barcelona’s urban development, 
and the work of Atelier Bow-Wow, refl ecting the GSD’s 
global purview. Last Fall, we launched the Richard 
Rogers Fellowship and celebrated the Fellowship and 
the restoration of the Wimbledon House in London, 
where the fellows reside. The house will also serve as 
an international hub where experts and practitioners 
will convene to debate questions related to the built 
environment and the health of cities.

This Annual Report off ers a studied look at these 
and other activities from the past academic year. It 
aff ords us the opportunity to refl ect on all that we 
have accomplished; reminds us of our vast potential 
and responsibility; and signals new and emerging 
directions. I hope these pages will galvanize and 
inspire you to engage with the School in the coming 
year, and to reinvigorate our commitment to 
empowering the next generation of design leaders 
and innovators.

Best,

Mohsen Mostafavi
Dean and Alexander and Victoria Wiley 
Professor of Design
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Right: Grace La MArch ’95, professor 
of architecture, at the final review 
for the Spring 2017 option studio 
“Material That Connects: A Campus 
Center in Chicago.”

Bottom Right: Martin Bechthold  
DDes ’01, Kumagai Professor of 
Architectural Technology, leads  
a bridge-building workshop in  
Piper Auditorium. 

Bottom Left: Stephen Gray  
MAUD ’08, assistant professor of 
urban design, discusses work with 
a student in the Career Discovery 
program during final presentations. 
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Faculty
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The GSD has engaged in a strategic expansion of its 
faculty in recent years, working to maintain a consistent 
student-to-faculty ratio, fill specific curricular needs, 
and promote greater transdisciplinary collaboration—all 
of which keep the School at the forefront of design 
pedagogy. During the 2016–2017 academic year, the GSD 
continued to make steady progress toward achieving 
these goals, filling four key assistant professorships.

Computational design expert Sawako Kaijima was 
appointed assistant professor of architecture, bringing 
with her a background in architectural aesthetics and 
engineering efficiency. In addition to her appointment at 
the GSD, Kaijima will be a Shutzer Assistant Professor at 
the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study at Harvard 
University, where she will be one of 50 scholars, 
scientists, and artists who will pursue innovative work 
across disciplinary boundaries. 

The GSD was also pleased to appoint Jeffry Burchard 
MArch ’08 assistant professor in practice of architecture 
and Megan Panzano MArch ’10 assistant professor of 
architecture. Both previously served as design critics at 
the GSD. Danielle Choi MLA ’08 was appointed assistant 
professor of landscape architecture after serving as a 
design critic at the GSD and as the 2016–2017 Daniel 
Urban Kiley Fellow. Her fellowship proposal concerned 
the role of landscape architecture in the political 
economy of the built environment, focusing on the 
relationships between sanitary crisis, civil waterworks, 
and the public realm in Chicago.

# of Ladder Faculty

75
# of Multi-Year Faculty

25
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# of Visiting Faculty*

96
Total

% of Faculty Born Outside of the United States

# of Faculty by Department

100
Total

52 
ARCH

48 
ARCH

27 
LA

21 
UPD

26 
LA

22 
UPD

49%
Total

53%
 UPD

45%
 LA

51%
 ARCH

* Departmental numbers may be slightly higher than total head count due to faculty members who teach  

in two departments.
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Above: Yijia Chen MLA, Timothy Clark MLA, and Leandro Couto de Almeida 
MLA of the class of 2017 during Commencement exercises.

Students and the 
Student Experience
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Top: Students in the Fall 2016 Tokyo Study Abroad studio with  
Toyo Ito, design critic in architecture (third from left).
 
Bottom: The interactive installation BEACH at the student-run GSD 
Kirkland Gallery used virtual reality to transport visitors to future 
beaches based on predicted storm surge levels over the next 100 years. 
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Enrollment at the GSD reached another all-time  
high this year, with 895 students enrolled across  
10 degree programs. Our new and expanding 
programs attract a broad spectrum of students from 
around the globe, including growing representation 
from more than 100 countries. In Fall 2016, 15 
students matriculated as the inaugural cohort of the 
Master in Design Engineering (MDE) program, a 
highly selective, two-year collaborative master 
degree program jointly administered by the John A. 
Paulson School of Engineering and Applied Sciences 
(SEAS) and the GSD. For the 2017 academic year, 
the various concentrations of the Master in Design 
Studies (MDes) program enrolled a record 177 
students. The students in these two innovative 
design programs represent more than 20 percent  
of the GSD’s growing population.

To foster the intimate community and culture of 
discourse at the School amid such growth, and to 
facilitate direct conversations among students,  
faculty, and staff, Dean Mohsen Mostafavi  
convened a series of town halls during the 2016–
2017 academic year that focused on current events  
and global challenges. These meetings served as 
powerful reminders of the diverse backgrounds and 
perspectives of the GSD community and the School’s 
vision to lead and drive change. Students also 
contributed to the vitality of the School and built 
alliances through participation in 8 established 
organizations and over 60 clubs, representing 
interests as diverse as community development, 
computer gaming, and yoga. 

Our students actively promote the power of design  
by collaborating with University partners to address 
the changing dynamics of our global environment. 
GSD students are active at the Harvard Innovation 
Lab—the center of entrepreneurship and innovation  
at the University—and have energized a network of 
students, professionals, and academics to expand 
thinking beyond the design disciplines and draw  
non-design professionals into conversations about 
how design concepts and procedures can inform and 
guide discourse and discovery in other fields.

Average Age

27
# of Matriculating Students

895
# of Countries Represented 

in the Student Body

58
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% of International Students

53%

% of Minority Students

18%

Female 53%Male 47%

% of Male and Female Students 

GSD students at the 2017 Women’s March on Washington. The trip was organized and led by co-chairs of the Women in 
Design (WiD) student organization: Adria Boynton MDes ’17, Alexandra Mei MLA ’17, and Ashley Thompson MDes ’17. 
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A record number of GSD students collaborated with 
Harvard Business School students on this year’s 
HarvardxDesign conference, “ShiftxDesign,” which 
brought together creative thinkers, design luminaries, 
and experts from a variety of backgrounds to examine 
“how shifts in design innovation lead to social, cultural, 
and technological progress” in areas ranging from 
fashion to smart cities to the future of learning. GSD 
students also participated in Harvard’s 2017 ARTS 
FIRST Festival with the installations “What’s Hanging 
Over Your Head?” by the Harvard GSD African American 
Student Union; “Art of Residue” by Yaqing Cai MArch ’17 
and Haoxiang Yang MArch ’17 and “IMPULSE” by 
Lateral Office, a design practice co-founded by GSD 
alumni, and CS Design. Additionally, GSD students ran 
Project Link, a hands-on Summer program, now in its 
sixth year, that introduces area high-school students  
to design.

Most notably, a team of three MDes students, guided by 
Director of Exhibitions Dan Borelli MDes ’12, designed 
“WE ALL,” a site-specific installation at the nexus of 
North Harvard Street and Western Avenue in Allston that 
opened to the public in September 2017. “WE ALL” was 
the winning entry in a GSD-wide student design 
competition held in Spring 2017 in partnership with the 
Harvard University Office of the Executive Vice 
President, Harvard Campus Services, the Harvard 
Planning Office, Graffito SP, and the Zone 3 initiative. 

Further afield, when Autodesk launched a 
34,000-square-foot state-of-the-art fabrication facility 
known as the BUILD Space in South Boston, they invited 
GSD students to be part of the collaborative experiment. 
BUILD Space hosted both a Fall 2016 design studio and 
a J-Term course at the GSD, during which a team of eight 
students used the facility to build an innovative pavilion, 
an outgrowth of a Fall 2016 option studio led by Mark 
Mulligan MArch ’95. Over 10 days, the team fabricated 
and assembled nearly 800 identical modules, creating a 
pavilion without the use of metal clips or conventional 
fittings. The finished product was on display at the 
BUILD Space for nearly a month before it was 
transported to Gund Hall and exhibited there.
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While many GSD students were delighted to explore 
career opportunities at design firms this Summer, a 
record 17 students were awarded community service 
fellowships, allowing them to intern with local, 
national, and international nonprofits and NGOs on 
projects that addressed public needs and community 
concerns. Six of these fellowships were supported by 
the Harvard Joint Center for Housing Studies (JCHS). 

Carly Gertler MArch ’17 works on the Komorebi Pavilion during a J-Term workshop 
held at Autodesk’s BUILD Space.
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Core Disciplines and  
Advanced Study Programs 

Top: Melody Stein MLA ’19 
prepares work for the final review 
of “Landscape Architecture I: First 
Semester” core studio.

Bottom: Donald Taylor-Patterson 
MUP ’18 presents during the final 
review for “First Semester Core 
Urban Planning” studio.
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Department of Architecture

During the 2016–2017 academic year, the Department 
of Architecture explored the ways social attachments, 
affinities, connections, and knowledge relate to issues 
of representation and material in architecture. Faculty 
members worked to revise the sequencing of courses 
and create new core classes and advanced electives 
that reflected these themes. K. Michael Hays 
continued to serve as chair of the Department, and 
Grace La MArch ’95 served as director of the Master  
in Architecture programs.

The Department welcomed a series of distinguished 
guests, including Momoyo Kaijima and Yoshiharu 
Tsukamoto of Atelier Bow-Wow, who returned to the 
GSD after serving as 2016 Dunlop Visiting Professors 
to introduce their main gallery exhibition, 
“Architectural Ethnography by Atelier Bow-Wow.” 
Option studio electives offered an exceptional array of 
exciting topics, from material explorations in brick to 
building industries in African water cities. The studios 
were taught by notable in-house and visiting faculty 
from around the globe, including Rem Koolhaas, Kunlé 
Adeyemi, Zhang Ke MArch ’98, Emanuel Christ, 
Frano Violich MArch ’84, James Dallman MArch ’92, 
Toshiko Mori, Iñaki Ábalos, Jeanne Gang ’93, Ben van 
Berkel, P. Scott Cohen MArch ’85, Kersten Geers, 
Kiel Moe MDes ’03, Toyo Ito, Mack Scogin, and  
many others.

In March, the GSD celebrated the centennial  
birthday of I. M. Pei MArch ’46 with a public program 
discussion and exhibition focusing on his time as a 
student and assistant professor at the GSD. The 
Department also hosted a series of intimate daytime 
events presenting young practitioners in conversation. 
One of these featured Jennifer Bonner MArch ’09, 
assistant professor of architecture, and Zeina 
Koreitem MDes ’16, design critic in architecture, 
discussing emerging issues in architectural 
representation. 

# of Students

349
# of First-Year Students

114
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Undergraduate Track in Architecture Studies

Completing its fifth year in 2016–2017, the 
Undergraduate Track in Architecture Studies 
continued to offer an unparalleled opportunity for 
students of Harvard College to engage with the 
GSD by incorporating design and design thinking 
into the context of a liberal arts education. The 
Spring studio “Transformations” attracted more 
than double the number of interested students than 
the course could accommodate (25 students vied 
for 10 spots), and Megan Panzano MArch ’10 was 
awarded a second sequential Harvard Excellence in 
Teaching Award for her instruction of the studio. A 
new Fall offering, “Go Rococo! The Architecture of 
Mischief, Excess, and the Mess,” led by Andrew 
Holder, assistant professor of architecture, was a 
particularly popular freshman seminar. 

# of Students

15

Students in a J-Term workshop led 
by 2016 Dunlop Visiting Professors 
Momoyo Kaijima and Yoshiharu 
Tsukamoto of Atelier Bow-Wow and the 
Harvard University Graduate School of 
Design Exhibitions Department work 
in collaboration with the University 
Planning Office on a drawing exploring 
the public space around Gund Hall.
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Department of Landscape Architecture

Under the direction of Chair Anita Berrizbeitia 
MLA ’87, the Department of Landscape 
Architecture deepened its focus on the public 
dimensions of landscape with continued 
explorations of materials, design language, form, 
and expression, in addition to the imminent 
challenges of a changing climate. Faculty made 
updates to studio curricula to promote more 
imaginative and interdisciplinary engagement  
with design, incorporating new design-focused 
electives on a wide array of topics. Bradley 
Cantrell MLA ’03 served as director of the Master 
in Landscape Architecture degree programs,  
while Chris Reed AB ’91 co-directed the Master of 
Landscape Architecture in Urban Design  
degree program.

The Department hosted a number of engaging 
public programs. Peter Latz and Kate Orff MLA ’97 
delivered the Frederick Law Olmsted Lecture and 
the Sylvester Baxter Lecture, respectively, and 
Georges Descombes delivered the Daniel Urban 
Kiley Lecture. DesignIntelligence named Professor 
Gary Hilderbrand MLA ’85 one of the design 
world’s 25 Most Admired Educators. Last year also 
marked the 40th anniversary of the Penny White 
Project Fund, a grant program offering financial 
awards to GSD student projects related to 
contemporary urbanization and the advancement 
of the discipline of landscape architecture. The 
Department marked the occasion with a reception 
in the Loeb Library to celebrate the 11 projects 
chosen to receive awards in 2017. 

# of Students

173
# of First-Year Students

66
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Department of Urban 
Planning and Design

The Department of Urban Planning and Design, led by 
Chair Diane E. Davis, embarked on a number of priority 
issues, including expanding the scope of urban planning 
pedagogy to include viewpoints and methodologies 
from the social sciences and humanities, improving the 
department’s global visibility, and establishing greater 
connectivity with Boston and Cambridge. Ann Forsyth 
served as director of the Master in Urban Planning 
degree program, and Felipe Correa MAUD ’03 served 
as co-director of the Master of Architecture in Urban 
Design degree program. 

The Department hosted speakers from a diversity of 
backgrounds. A few of the many highlights include a 
Rouse Visiting Artist Lecture by writer Jonathan 
Franzen, who also led a workshop with students on 
climate change and free speech in America prior to his 
talk; a panel discussion on the “new allure” of the 
American city, featuring GSD alumni with leadership 
positions in planning departments across the country; 

Students in the option studio 
“Affirmatively Further: Fair Housing 
after Ferguson” hear from St. Louis 
resident Sylvester Brown, founder of 
the Sweet Potato Project.
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and a keynote from Mexico City’s mayor, Miguel 
Ángel Mancera, who spoke at the conference “Mexico 
City at a Crossroads: Urban Challenges of the 21st 
Century.” In the Fall, the Department hosted a 
conference on the future of the city, using Barcelona 
as its case study. Organized by Joan Busquets, the 
Martin Bucksbaum Professor in Practice of Urban 
Planning and Design, the program was complemented 
by the main gallery exhibition, “Barcelona: Metropolis 
of Cities,” which Busquets curated.  

Throughout the year, urban planning and design 
faculty were recognized for their excellence and 
dedication to the field. Alex Krieger MCP ’77 
received the Boston Society of Architects 2016  
Award of Honor for his outstanding contributions  
to the field as a design professional, while Toni L. 
Griffin LF ’98 was named by Next City as one of  
four top women designers. New opportunities for 
students included the Tirana-Harvard GSD Planning 
Fellowship, which sponsored three students to  
pursue planning work with the mayor’s office  
in the Albanian capital, Tirana, over the Summer.

The 2016–2017 academic year also saw the launch  
of a joint degree partnership between the Master in 
Urban Planning (MUP) program at the GSD and the 
Master of Public Health (MPH) program at the 
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health. Designed 
for students seeking an interdisciplinary education in 
the intersection between human health and the 
growth of cities, the new program exploits the 
complementary nature of health policy and urban 
development, an approach not commonly found in 
other planning and public health programs.

# of Students

142
# of First-Year Students

82
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Master in Design Studies 

The Master in Design Studies (MDes) program, led 
by John May MArch ’02 and Kiel Moe MDes ’03, 
continued to offer a flexible, cross-disciplinary 
course of study, with deep specializations in its 
eight areas of concentration. During the 2016–2017 
academic year, MDes introduced “Open Projects,”  
a new two-semester course sequence that allows 
students to extend their research into a fourth 
semester and culminates in a final thesis project  
that demands a high level of design research. 

In addition to its academic offerings, the MDes 
program hosted a diverse range of events. A few of 
the highlights: a workshop on public art with 
Teresita Fernández, organized by the Art, Design, 
and the Public Domain (ADPD) concentration; a 
day-long master class on methods in architectural 
history and theory with Zeynep Çelik Alexander; a 
talk on the limits of the preservation movement by 
renowned urban historian and Columbia Professor 
Ken Jackson as part of the Critical Conservation 
Colloquia; and the Harvard Real Estate Conference 
2016, hosted by the Real Estate and the Built 
Environment concentration and moderated by 
Associate Professor Bing Wang MAUD ’99,  
DDes ’04.

# of Students

171
# of First-Year Students

85

Thesis presentation of “A Spoon” by 
Youngjin Song MDes ’17, a student 
in the Art, Design, and the Public 
Domain concentration. 

18



Master in Design Engineering

The Master in Design Engineering (MDE) program 
completed its inaugural year, welcoming a cohort of 
15 students from around the world. Under the 
leadership of Co-Directors Martin Bechthold DDes 
’01 and Woodward Yang, Gordon McKay Professor of 
Electrical Engineering and Computer Science in the 
John A. Paulson School of Engineering and Applied 
Sciences (SEAS), the collaborative degree program 
employed an imaginative blend of approaches from 
multiple disciplines, training its graduates to 
understand and ultimately contribute to solving  
the complex problems of the 21st century. 

The 2016–2017 studio focused on the processes and 
infrastructure involved in feeding local and global 
populations. Two students received funding from 
the Harvard Office for Sustainability to extend work 
on their projects into Summer 2017. The new MDE 
studio space (G123) opened in the Maxwell Dworkin 
building on the SEAS campus, and work began on 
second-year studio space in Gund Hall. The program 
welcomed a series of public speakers, including 
IDEO Partner and Managing Director Dana Cho 
MArch ’01, UTOPIA Founder and Executive Director 
Jonathan Hursh, and “Paper Airplane Guy” John 
Collins, who also led a workshop with students on 
the design principles behind his world record–
setting paper airplane. 

# of Students

15
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Doctoral Programs 

The Doctor of Design (DDes) program, led by 
Program Director Martin Bechthold DDes ’01, 
celebrated its 30th anniversary with a two-day event 
at the GSD. Alumni from around the world returned 
to Cambridge for the festivities, which included 
panel discussions, tours, and a “Pecha Kucha” by 
current DDes students, moderated by Gareth 
Doherty DDes ’10. Peter Rowe, former dean of the 
Graduate School of Design, delivered the event’s 
keynote. New Geographies—the “journal of Design, 
Agency, Territory,” edited and produced by doctoral 
candidates in the New Geographies Lab—celebrated 
the launch of its eighth issue at the Graham 
Foundation in Chicago.

The Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) program, led by 
Program Director Erika Naginski, continued to 
support students in their in-depth studies in the 
design disciplines. The department hosted a number 
of thought-provoking programs, including the two-
day conference “Objects, Contexts, Canons and 
Experiments,” which featured four conversations 
among GSD faculty members and guest participants 
exploring new perspectives on theory and history in 
design schools.

# of DDes Students

41
# of First-Year DDes Students

9
# of PhD Students

39
# of First-Year PhD Students

6
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Participants in the Spring 2017 conference “Objects, Contexts, Canons and 
Experiments: Four Conversations on Theory and History.” 
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Research

The GSD is committed to an ambitious research 
agenda grounded in the belief that cooperation 
between the academy, industry, and the public sphere, 
as well as among the arts, humanities, and sciences, is 
essential to solving the complex issues facing the 
world today. Our studio-based model encourages 
faculty and students to participate in an open 
exchange across the Harvard community and beyond. 

With support from both philanthropic dollars and 
sponsored research, financial assistance for research 
programs at the GSD has grown more than twentyfold 

Wimbledon House, designed by Lord Richard Rogers for his parents in the late 1960s, serves as the residence for the GSD’s 
Richard Rogers Fellowship, a unique research opportunity for future generations of professionals and scholars whose work  
is focused on the built environment. 
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in recent years—from $500,000 in 2009 to well over 
$10M last academic year. Students remain actively 
involved in research initiatives and programs at the 
School, and the notable increase in the number of 
students opting to undertake research-based theses 
reflects the escalating role of research at the GSD. 
Option studios and Design Labs (D Labs) continue  
to provide valuable opportunities for students to 
explore the impact of design methodology and gain 
hands-on research experience. 

During the 2016–2017 academic year, research 
initiatives at the GSD were on full display. In 
September, the Office for Urbanization hosted its 
inaugural conference, which explored the topic of 
heliomorphism and featured keynotes by Jeanne 
Gang MArch ’93 and Thom Mayne MArch ’78. An 
exhibition on urbanization in Indonesia, a 
collaboration between the City Form Lab and The 
World Bank in Indonesia, was displayed on the 
Harvard Science Center Plaza, and the Harvard Joint 
Center for Housing Studies hosted Boston Mayor 
Martin “Marty” J. Walsh for its 17th annual John T. 
Dunlop Lecture in Housing and Urbanization. The 
Harvard Center for Green Buildings and Cities made 
significant progress on its HouseZero project, which 
is retrofitting a pre-1940s stick-frame home in 
Cambridge to make it a model of energy efficiency 
and, ultimately, its headquarters and laboratory. 

In October, the GSD announced the Richard Rogers 
Fellowship, a new research residency hosted at the 
Wimbledon House in London, a modern masterpiece 
designed by world-renowned British architect Lord 
Richard Rogers. Application is open to accomplished 
practitioners and scholars working in any field 
related to the built environment, and the Fellowship 
is dedicated to advancing research on a wide range of 
issues—social, economic, technological, political, 
environmental—that are critical to shaping the 
contemporary city. The inaugural class of six fellows, 
selected from among more than 200 applicants, was 
announced in February, and the first pair of fellows 
began their three-month residency shortly thereafter.
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Research Centers

Harvard Center for Aims to transform the building industry through a commitment  
Green Buildings and Cities to a design-centric strategy that directly links research   
 outcomes to the development of new processes, systems,  
 and products.

Harvard Joint Center  Leading organization in the United States for research on   
for Housing Studies housing. Advances the understanding of housing issues and  
 informs policy through research, education, and public  
 outreach programs.   

Design Labs

City Form Lab  Develops new software tools for researching city form; applies  
 cutting-edge spatial analysis and statistics to investigate how  
 the physical pattern of urban development affects the quality of  
 urban environments; and develops creative design and policy  
 solutions for contemporary urban challenges.

Energy, Environments & Investigates novel agendas for energy at a range of  
Design Lab design scales. 

Computational Geometry Lab Engages with core questions of architectural geometry and  
 computational design.

The Just City Lab  Investigates the definition of urban justice and the just city, and  
 examines how design and planning contribute to the conditions  
 of justice and injustice in cities, neighborhoods, and the  
 public realm.

Material Processes and Understands, develops, and deploys innovative technologies in  
Systems Group the promotion of design as an agent of change in the quest for  
 a better future. 

Responsive Environments &  An interdisciplinary look at the design of the physical  
Artifacts Lab environment with regard to technologically  
 augmented experiences.

Social Agency Lab Studies the ways in which individuals, institutions, and   
 organizations shape social outcomes in cities.

Programs & Initiatives

Aga Khan Program for Dedicated to the study of Islamic art and architecture, urbanism,  
Islamic Architechure landscape design, and conservation, and the application of that  
 knowledge to contemporary design projects.

Ecological Urbanism  This endeavor takes the school one step further along in its  
Collaboration between the mission to engage and collaborate globally by investigating urban  
Graduate School of Design challenges faced by three mid-sized cities. 
at Harvard University and  
Peking University

24



Programs & Initiatives (cont’d)

Harvard Mellon Urban Multi-year investigation of urban studies funded by the Mellon  
Initiative Foundation and directed toward establishing an interdisciplinary 
 and coordinated study of urban environments in the humanities.

Office for Urbanization Researches and addresses societal conditions associated with  
 contemporary urbanization.

A Sustainable Future for Exuma Multi-year ecological planning project, a collaboration among the  
 government of The Bahamas, the Bahamas National Trust, and  
 the GSD. The goal is to facilitate the design and management of a  
 more sustainable future for the Exuma archipelago and the  
 Bahamas more generally.

Transforming Urban Transport Advances our knowledge of how, when, and where political  
 leadership has been critical to the successful implementation of  
 path-breaking transportation policies.

Zofnass Program for  Develops and promotes methods, processes, and tools that  
Sustainable Infrastructure quantify sustainability for infrastructure with the goal of  
 facilitating the adoption of sustainable solutions.

Indonesia’s Urban Story, an exhibit developed by the City Form Lab in partnership with The World Bank in Indonesia, 
on display at the Plaza on Harvard University’s Campus.
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Studios

Above: Jenny Shen MArch ’18 and Aleksis Bertoni MArch ’18 build models behind Gund Hall for the Fall 2016 option studio 
“Brick: Thick/Thin.”
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The design studio has been the core method of 
teaching and learning at the GSD since the School’s 
inception in 1936. While core studios focus on 
design fundamentals, option studios for advanced 
students are elective and offer a wide range of 
topics, contexts, and opportunities, with prominent 
practitioners serving as studio critics. 

At the GSD, a large majority of option studios 
involve site visits, allowing students to examine the 
dynamics of a specific location—including climate, 
politics, and physical context—alongside a faculty 
mentor who guides them through the discovery 
process. Of the 42 option studios offered this past 
academic year, 18 involved travel to international 
destinations, including sites in Argentina, Brazil, 
China, Colombia, France, India, Japan, Malaysia, 

Right: Liana Nourafshan MArch ’18 
discusses work with Rem Koolhaas, 
professor in practice of architecture 
and urban design, during the  
Spring 2017 “Rotterdam Study 
Abroad” studio.

Left: Chen Lu MLA ’17 and 
Mengqing Chen MLA ’17 explore 
Boston’s Thompson Island on a trip 
for the Spring 2017 option studio 
“Frontier City.”
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the Netherlands, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea, 
and South Africa, and many others took students to 
U.S. sites, including Boston, Chicago, Houston, Los 
Angeles, Miami Beach, New York, St. Louis, San 
Francisco, and Savannah.

The year’s option studio offerings also covered a  
broad spectrum of topics that ranged in scale from 
the workplace to the city. “Brick: Thick/Thin,” taught 
by J. Frano Violich MArch ’84, explored the paradox 
of this ubiquitous building material and its future in 
contemporary building; “The Art Space,” taught by 
Emanuel Christ and Christoph Gantenbein, addressed 
the contemporary relationship between art and 
architecture; “Retooling Metropolis: Working 
Landscapes, Emergent Urbanism,” taught by Chris 
Reed, challenged students to rethink and retool the 
20th-century city by examining current challenges in 
Houston; “Kuala Lumpur: Designing the Public 
Realm,” team-taught by David Rubin MLA ’90, Rok 
Oman, and Ŝpela Videĉnik, explored the complex 
ethnic and social fabric of Malaysia’s capital city; 
“Work Environments,” taught by Florian Idenburg, 
considered the future of work; and “Frontier City,” 
led by Adriaan Geuze and Daniel Vasini, investigated 
the potential of the 21st-century knowledge-based 
economy to transform Boston’s waterfront.

The Studio Abroad program continued this year; a  
small group of students spent their Fall semester in 
Tokyo, Japan, at the office of Toyo Ito, design critic 
in architecture at the GSD. In the Spring, students 
traveled to Rotterdam to study at the offices of OMA 
and its research counterpart, AMO, under the 
direction of Professor in Practice of Architecture and 
Urban Design Rem Koolhaas. Studio Abroad provides 
a unique approach to learning by offering students 
the opportunity for intense interaction in a setting 
near or in a design firm. In Rotterdam, students 
explored and documented the character, nature,  
and repertoire of the changing countryside and 
considered its representation in various media. 

# of Students Enrolled in  

Option Studios

283
Fall 2016

237
Spring 2017

# of Option Studios Offered 

in FY17

42
Total
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Studio Travel in the Fall 2016 Semester 

15      12   7
Traveling Studios                   Students/Studio (approx.) Total Countries

Studio Travel in the Spring 2017 Semester

20    12 8
Traveling Studios                  Students/Studio (approx.) Total Countries

Students in the Spring 2017 option studio “Sea Rise and Sun Set: Modeling Urban Morphologies for Resilience in Miami Beach” 
met up with Harvard President Drew Gilpin Faust (center, in purple jacket) during a University event in Miami. The studio was 
led by Charles Waldheim (far left), John E. Irving Professor of Landscape Architecture. 
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Public Programs 
& Exhibitions 

The GSD hosted a full roster of lectures, panels, and 
conferences during the 2016–2017 academic year. 
Design experts from around the world, including 
architectural theorist Charles Jencks AB ’61, BArch ’65, 
landscape architect Kate Orff MLA ’97, and geographer 
Erik Swyngedouw, delivered illuminating lectures to the 
GSD community. The Rouse Visiting Artist Program 
brought a series of highly anticipated speakers, 
including artists Christo and Jeff Koons, interior 
designer David Netto GSD ’97, and writer Jonathan 
Franzen. The colloquium “Realities and Realms: 
Responsive Technologies in Ecological Systems” 
explored the roles of computation and robotics in 

Artist Christo discusses his work  
“The Floating Piers” as part of the 
Rouse Visiting Artist Lecture Series. 
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landscape architecture, and “Future Retail” 
convened a panel of experts for a discussion on the 
relationship between the physical and digital retail 
spaces. Other programming highlights included 
talks by Mexico City Mayor Miguel Ángel Mancera, 
architect Tatiana Bilbao, and Stephen Ross, the 
chairman of Related Companies. 

In June, the GSD celebrated the opening of Richard 
Rogers’s Wimbledon House in London for the first 
time since restorations by British architect Philip 
Gumuchdjian and landscape architect Todd 
Longstaffe-Gowan MLA ’84 began in 2015. The 
house, designed by Lord Rogers for his parents in 
the late 1960s, will serve as the residence for the 
Richard Rogers Fellowship and as a new GSD venue 
for lectures, symposia, and other events that bring 
together scholars and practitioners from London, 
Europe, and around the world.

A series of exhibitions developed by Dan Borelli 
MDes ’12, director of exhibitions, and curated by 
faculty, students, and alumni were staged 
throughout Gund Hall. Shows in the main gallery  
on contemporary Chinese architecture, Barcelona’s 
urban development, and the work of Atelier Bow-
Wow reflected the GSD’s global focus, while the 
ninth edition of our “Platform” exhibition 
showcased the creativity and imagination of our 
students. The Frances Loeb Library displayed a 
number of thought-provoking exhibitions, including 
a show mounted in collaboration with Harold Koda  
MLA ’00, former curator in charge at The Costume 
Institute at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
landscape architect Ken Smith MLA ’86, and 
Department of Landscape Architecture Chair  
Anita Berrizbeitia MLA ’87, that explored the 
shared concerns of landscape architecture and 
clothing design. 
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Fall 2016 Lectures & Presentations 

Sept. 8  Eric Owen Moss MArch ’72, “I’ll See It When I Believe It”

Sept. 12  Soledad Núñez, “Creating New Urban Agendas in Latin America:  

 Lessons from Paraguay”

Sept. 13   Exhibition Opening: “Towards a Critical Pragmatism: Contemporary Architecture  

 in China”

Sept. 15–16 Inaugural Conference of the Harvard GSD Office for Urbanization:  

 “Heliomorphism,” featuring keynote by Thom Mayne MArch ’78 and  

 Jeanne Gang MArch ’93

Sept. 22 Gustavo Leivas and Júlio Ono, “Studio Roberto Burle Marx: The Creative Process”

Sept. 22 “New Towns in the 21st Century: Past, Present, Prospects”

Sept. 23 “Happening Now: The Exhibition Is Open”

Sept. 26 Rouse Visiting Artist Lecture: Reiko Sudo

Oct. 4 MDE lecture: Dana Cho MArch ’01, “Humanizing Technology”

Oct. 4  Rem Koolhaas, “Current Preoccupations”

Oct. 5 Rouse Visiting Artist Lecture: Geoff Dyer

Oct. 6 Frederick Law Olmsted Lecture: Peter Latz, “Pioneering New Territory”

Oct. 12 “The Periodical Literature”

Oct. 12  Alumni Insights: Calvin Tsao MArch ’79 and Zack McKown MArch ’79,  

“A Moving Target”

Oct. 13 Tatiana Bilbao, “The House and the City”

Oct. 13 Harvard Real Estate Conference 2016

Oct. 14 Symposium on Architecture: “Anachronometrics”

Oct. 14 JCHS/Mellon Initiative/Loeb Fellowship Program: “Designing For–and  

 With–Gentrifying Communities”

Oct. 18 Senior Loeb Scholar Lecture: HCGBC Annual Lecture by Richard Rogers

Oct. 19 Andrew Holder and Erika Naginski, “A Conversation on the Picturesque”

Oct. 19 Senior Loeb Scholar Conversation: Ruth Rogers

Oct. 19 Richard Rogers and John Peterson LF ’06 in Conversation

Oct. 20 Charles Jencks AB ’61, BArch ’65, “The Architecture of the Multiverse”

Oct. 21 GSD Art Screening: Ian Giles, Connected Works

Oct. 25 Patrik Schumacher, Elia Zenghelis, and Xin Zhang, “Zaha Hadid: A Celebration”

Oct. 26 GSD Talks: Elia Zenghelis, “The Image as Story Line and Emblem”

Oct. 27  Rouse Visiting Artist Lecture: Christo, “The Floating Piers, Lake Iseo, Italy,  

2014–16, and Two Works in Progress”

Oct. 28  Open House Lecture: Diane Davis, Joan Busquets, et al.: “Knowledge Transfer  

in the Design Professions: Learning from Barcelona”

Oct. 29 Conference: “Redefining Urban Design: Barcelona as Case Study”

Right: Friends and collaborators of the late architect Dame Zaha Hadid celebrated her life and achievements 
during an event at the GSD. Dean Mostafavi was joined onstage by Xin Zhang, a close friend and client of 
Hadid; Elia Zenghelis, one of Hadid’s early teachers; and Patrik Schumacher, Hadid’s professional partner 
and director of Zaha Hadid Architects. 
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Nov. 1 Rouse Visiting Artist Lecture: “On Ethiopian Jazz: Teshome Mitiku with  

 the Either/Orchestra”

Nov. 2  Stephen Ross, “Hudson Yards”

Nov. 3  Rouse Visiting Artist Lecture: David Netto GSD ’97, “Designing Interiors (The Part 

They Forgot to Tell You About)”

Nov. 4 Zofnass Program Conference: “Planning Sustainable Cities”

Nov. 4 MDE Lecture: Karen Harris, “The Great Transformation of the Coming Decade”

Nov. 7 Kengo Kuma, “From Concrete to Wood: Why Wood Matters”

Nov. 8  Andrew Holder in Conversation with Anna Neimark MArch ’07 and Andrew Atwood 

MArch ’07, “The Picturesque”

Nov. 9 Mexican Cities Initiative: “Staying a Step Ahead: Institutional Flexibility in the  

 Rehabilitation of Social Housing in Oaxaca, Mexico”

Nov. 10 Urban Metabolism Lecture: Clare Lyster, “Learning from Logistics”

Nov. 14  Aga Khan Program Lecture: Zhang Ke, “Rethinking Basics: From Tibet to Beijing  

 and Beyond”

Nov. 15 Daniel Urban Kiley Lecture: Georges Descombes, “Designing a River Garden”

Nov. 16 MDE Lecture: Jonathan Hursh

Nov. 17 Kiley Fellow Lecture: Fionn Byrne, “Designing Natures: For a Pluralism of Ecology,  

 Ethics and Aesthetics”

Nov. 17 Wheelwright Prize Lecture: Jose Ahedo MArch ’10, “Domesticated Grounds”

Nov. 18 Kenneth Munkacy, “Building Middle Income Housing in Emerging Markets: Lessons  

 from Brazil, India, and Elsewhere”

Nov. 18 Conference: “Realities and Realms: Responsive Technologies in Ecological Systems”

Nov 21 “After the Last River”: Documentary Film Screening and Conversation with Director  

 Victoria Lean and Producer Jade Blair

Nov. 29 Walter Gropius Lecture: Iñaki Ábalos, “Architecture for the Search for Knowledge”

Nov. 30 New Geographies 08: Island Launch

Dec. 1 Urban Theory Lab Lecture: David Maisel, “Black Maps: American Landscape and  

 the Apocalyptic Sublime”

Dec. 15  Rethinking Social Housing in Mexico: Final Presentation of a Three-Year Research  

 Project Funded by INFONAVIT
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Spring 2017 Lectures & Presentations 

Jan. 25  Rouse Visiting Artist Lecture: Muji Chairman Masaaki Kanai and product designer  

 Naoto Fukasawa

Jan. 31  MDE Lecture: John Collins, “Paper Airplane Guy”

Feb. 1 Practice as Project Lecture: Ana Miljački, “OfficeUS”

Feb. 7  Rouse Visiting Artist Lecture: Jeff Koons

Feb. 14 Aga Khan Program Lecture: Bijoy Jain, “Lore”

Feb. 16 GSD Talks: “Harvard Design Magazine #43: Shelf Life”

Feb. 17 GSD Talks: Exhibition Opening, “Architectural Ethnography by Atelier Bow-Wow”

Feb. 21 GSD Talks: Tomás dePaor, “previous, next”

Feb. 21 Sylvester Baxter Lecture: Kate Orff MLA ’97, “Toward an Urban Ecology”

Feb. 23 Rouse Visiting Artist Lecture: Michael Rock, “Attention Disruption Disorder”

Feb. 24 GSD Talks: Exhibition Opening for “Designing Planes and Seams”

Feb. 28 Sharing One Harvard: Mohsen Mostafavi with Susan Suleiman PhD ’69,  

 “The Némirovsky Question: The Life, Death, and Legacy of a Jewish Writer in  

 Twentieth-Century France”

Feb. 28 Wonne Ickx: “Specific Objects”

Author Jonathan Franzen speaks at the GSD as part of the Rouse Visiting Artist Lecture Series.
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Mar. 1 “Future Retail”

Mar. 1 Practice as Project Lecture: Doug Gensler

Mar. 1 “Newish Media: A Conversation with Lucia Allais MArch ’01 and John May MArch ’02”

Mar. 2–3 Conference: “Objects, Contexts, Canons and Experiments: Four Conversations on  

 Theory and History”

Mar. 7  “Planting in the Public Realm: Projects and Projections” 

Mar. 7  GSD Talks: Jennifer Bonner MArch ’09 and Zeina Koreitem MDes ’16, moderated by 

Michael Hays, “Emerging Issues in Architectural Representation” 

Mar. 9 Kunlé Adeyemi, “Seven Desimer Factors”

Mar. 20 John T. Dunlop Lecture in Housing and Urbanization: Boston Mayor Martin J. Walsh

Mar. 21 Aga Khan Program Lecture: Marina Tabassum

Mar. 22 Practice as Project Lecture: William Rawn JD ’69 and Sam Lasky MArch ’97

Mar. 23 Alumni Insights: “The New Allure of the American City”

Mar. 28 Rouse Visiting Artist Lecture:  Okwui Enwezor, “All the World’s Futures: Curating in  

 a Time of Crisis”

Mar. 29 “Crossings: A Conversation with Erika Naginski and Catherine Ingraham”

Mar. 30 CGBC Lecture Series: Benjamín Romano, “Integrating Flow in High Rise Structures”

Mar. 30 “I. M. Pei: A Centennial Celebration”

Mar. 30 State(s) of Housing Colloquium

Mar. 31 “Mexico City at a Crossroads: Urban Challenges of the 21st Century,” Keynote by  

 Mexico City Mayor Miguel Ángel Mancera 

Apr. 4 Erik Swyngedouw, “Insurgent Architects and the Spectral Return of the Political in  

 the Post-Democratic City”

Apr. 4 John and Frances Sorrell, “Two Chapters”

Apr. 6 Open House Lecture: Janet Cardiff, “An Overview of Installations and Walks”

Apr. 8 Conference: “After Dark: Nocturnal Landscapes and Public Spaces in the  

 Arabian Peninsula”

Apr. 11 Architecture Film Soirée: “Francis Kéré: An Architect Between”

Apr. 11  “Weekend Utopian: A Conversation between Alastair Gordon and Barbara Neski 

MArch ’52”

Apr. 13 Kathryn Gustafson

Apr. 18 GSD Talks: Mia Lehrer MLA ’79, “Advocacy by Design”

Apr. 18 Rouse Visiting Artist Lecture: Jonathan Franzen, “So Do We Just Give Up  

 on Nature?”

Apr. 19 Go Hasegawa, “Amplitude in the Experience of Space”

Apr. 20 Nato Thompson, “Conversations on Public Art”

Apr. 20  CGBC Lecture Series: Gordon Gill MArch ’93, “Discovering Form through 

Performance: From Master Planning to the Tallest Building in the World”

Apr. 21 Retreat | Rebuild Colloquium, Keynote by Sara Pantuliano
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Towards a Critical 

Pragmatism: Contemporary 

Architecture in China 

Aug. 24–Oct. 14, 2016

New Issues for the  

Future of the City 

Oct. 27–Dec. 18, 2016

Happening Now: 

Historiography in the Making 

Sept. 7–Oct. 17, 2016

The Kid Gets out of the 

Picture at the GSD 

Oct. 27–Dec. 23, 2016

Main Gallery Exhibitions

Frances Loeb Library

Architectural Ethnography: 

Atelier Bow-Wow

Jan. 17–Mar. 5, 2017

Still Life: A Harvard GSD 

Exhibition 2015–2016

Mar. 20–May 12, 2017

Designing Planes and Seams

Feb. 1–Mar. 15, 2017

TASK: A Magazine for the 

Younger Generation of 

Architecture

Mar. 30–May 12, 2017
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Inhabiting Java’s Volcanic

Sept. 12–Nov. 15, 2016

The Midtown Beat

Nov. 1–Dec. 23, 2016

Responsive Topography 

Fluvial Landscapes

Oct. 27–Dec. 23, 2016

Anatomy of Gund Hall

Jan. 25–Mar. 19, 2017

Dean’s Wall

Experiments Wall

Hybrid Formations: 

Interdisciplinary Design

Feb. 3–Mar. 26, 2017

Rules of Possibility: 

Constructing Design Systems

Mar. 27–May 12, 2017

We the Publics: A manifesto 

to restore democracy and 

truth in the Republic

Mar. 20–Aug. 21, 2017

Left: “Towards a Critical 
Pragmatism, Main Gallery,”  
curated by Xiangning Li. 

Center: “Anatomy of Gund Hall, 
Experiments Wall,” curated by 
David Molander LF ’17.

Right: “The Kid Gets out of the 
Picture at the GSD” serves as 
a reading nook for Alexander 
Porter MArch ’18. The show was 
curated by Andrew Holder, assistant 
professor of architecture, and 
located in the Frances Loeb Library.
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“Platform: Still Life,” Main Gallery, curated by Jennifer Bonner MArch ’09, assistant 
professor of architecture. The exhibition set up a narrow “front of house” full of physical 
models arranged into a single still life under blue and pink light.



Publications

A sampling of publications from the 2016–2017 academic year. 
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GSD’s publications program had a constructive year 
working on a diverse range of projects aimed at 
furthering contemporary discourse about design. 
Issue No. 43 of Harvard Design Magazine, entitled 
“Shelf Life,” was released in January 2017. In the 
speculative, curious spirit of the magazine, this 
issue took up a given concept—in this case, storage—
and applied it to various disciplines. “Shelf Life” 
featured essays by Shannon Mattern, Clare Lyster, 
and Mark Mulligan MArch ’90, among others. 

Other publication highlights include the releases of 
Platform 9: Still Life, edited by Jennifer Bonner 
MArch ’09; Abstract from the Concrete, the third 
installment in “The Incidents” series, offering a  
look inside a GSD lecture by David Harvey; and 
Portman’s America & Other Speculations, a new, 
speculative consideration of the work of John 
Portman, edited by Dean Mohsen Mostafavi and 
with photographs by Iwan Baan. A collection of 
essays exploring the urban spaces of the political, 
entitled Ethics of the Urban and edited by Dean 
Mostafavi, was released in April. 

The GSD expanded its ongoing series of Studio 
Reports, offering documentation of student projects 
and insights from various GSD studio courses. Nine 
Reports were published in the 2016–2017 academic 
year, including The Architectural Double in the 
Museum City, based on a studio led by Sharon 
Johnston MArch ’95 and Mark Lee MArch ’95  
that challenged students to design a new museum 
adjacent to the Museum of Contemporary Art 
Chicago, and Jakarta: Models of Collective Space for 
the Extended Metropolis, based on a studio, led by 
Felipe Correa MAUD ’03 and Clayton Strange 
MAUD ’15, that studied mass transit infrastructure 
in the emerging megacity. Like Harvard Design 
Magazine, “The Incidents” series, and other GSD 
publications, the Studio Reports series captures and 
disseminates the School’s discourse and engagement 
in immersive new ways.
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Philanthropic 
Support  
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Again this year, we were inspired by the generous 
support of alumni and friends. The ranks of loyal 
donors from our cohort of nearly 13,000 alumni 
continues to grow—668 alumni renewed their gifts  
this year, and 98 joined the Josep Lluís Sert Council 
with Sert-level gifts (over $1,000 for most cohorts) for 
the first time. Even modest gifts, made regularly, can 
have a real impact. Almost 40 percent of our donors 
gave three or more times in the last five years. We 
appreciate their loyalty and the loyalty of all of you  
who choose to support the GSD on an annual basis.

With less than a year remaining in the Grounded 
Visionaries campaign, the School is more committed 
than ever to achieving our core campaign aspirations 
through fundraising: expanding capacity through 
support for our leading-edge faculty; enhancing  
global impact through sponsorship of transformative 
pedagogy, research, and discourse; and empowering 
students by boosting access through fellowships. 
Dedicated friends and alumni have already 
demonstrated their commitment by giving  
more and giving more consistently.

A modest Harvard College architecture alumnus, 
Robert P. Hubbard COL ’51, provided a multimillion-
dollar bequest to endow two professorships at the GSD 
and a fellowship to provide financial aid for top design 
students. The bequest fully endowed the Robert P. 
Hubbard Professorship in Practice of Architecture, 
which was established in 2001 and supports Professor 
Toshiko Mori, and established a second professorship. 
Hubbard began supporting the Graduate School of 
Design in 1999 with small annual donations. Since 
then, he established the first professorship with a  
gift of $1.5M and ultimately recognized the GSD in  
his trust, giving back in spades.

Phil Harrison AB ’86, MArch ’93, Perkins+Will chief executive officer and co-chair of 
the GSD’s Grounded Visionaries campaign, speaks during the announcement of the 
Phil Freelon Fellowship Fund in October 2016. Sponsored by global architecture and 
design firm Perkins+Will and Phil Freelon LF ’90, design director of the firm’s North 
Carolina practice, the Fund will provide financial aid to students attending the GSD 
with the intent to expand academic opportunities for African American and other 
underrepresented architecture and design students.
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# of Alumni & Friends Donors 

to Annual Giving Funds 

1,104
# of New Members Who 

Joined the Josep Lluís Sert 

Council with Sert-Level Gifts 

98
# of Donors Who Renewed 

Their Gifts in FY17

668
# of Graduating Students  

Who Donated to the Give 

$20.17 Campaign
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Also this year, the John Portman Visiting 
Professorship in Architecture celebrated its fifth 
year. The professorship, which supports visiting 
faculty, was designed to usher in fresh thinking and 
the influence of great design practitioners. Spring 
2017 Portman Chair Jeanne Gang MArch ’93, 
founding principal of Studio Gang and a MacArthur 
Fellow, taught the option studio “Material That 
Connects: A Campus Center in Chicago,” which 
examined materiality as a potential connector 
between the social and formal poles in Chicago. 

Corporations and foundations have provided support 
for design studios and research that reinforce the 
relevance and resonance of our design inquiries, 
currently considering timely topics ranging from 
housing, transport, and economic vitality in American 
cities to sea-level rise and sustainable building 
technologies. In Miami, the Lennar Foundation 
funded a research project for the Future of the 
American City in Miami Beach, specifically focusing 
on a communication strategy and design alternatives 
for mass transit along the U.S. Route 1 Corridor from 
Dadeland to Downtown. In Brazil, a longtime friend  
of the School, Claudio Haddad, funded a design studio 
and an applied research project through the Haddad 
Foundation. Led by Associate Professor of Urban 
Design Felipe Correa MAUD ’03, students 
constructed a graphic biography of São Paulo, 
utilizing the city’s current post-industrial condition  
as a point of departure for an expansive investigation 
of the evolution of the city’s urban form.

This sort of far-reaching design education is 
expensive. With total student expenses last year 
approaching $72,000 per student per year—or nearly 
$300,000 per student for a four-year design 
education—the GSD relies heavily on broad 
institutional support and the backing of our donors. 
Students and administrators are grateful to the 
visionary donors who established seven new 
fellowships this year. Especially notable are two 
design firms that established funds to honor major 
contributors: Perkins+Will and Phil Freelon LF ’90 
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created the Phil Freelon Fellowship Fund, and three 
GSD alumni from Payette Associates, Inc. established 
the Thomas Payette Financial Aid Fund to honor the 
legacy of founder Thomas Payette MArch ’60. 

Together with University and School funding, 
fellowship funds are an essential resource for  
our students with need. This year, 720 students 
benefited from $13.7M in financial aid. New 
fellowships allow us to expand support and attract 
the most talented design students. In order to build 
community among GSD students and donors and 
inspire the next generation of designers to realize  
the value of their education, the School hosted the 
second annual fellowship reception in April. This 
annual event has established an enduring link across 
generations of designers.

GSD 2016–2017

$47,240
Tuition

$71,974 
Total Cost with Expenses

Cost of a Four-Year Education 

at the GSD

~$288K

Estimated Total Cost of 

Annual Attendance per 

Student in FY17
 

$70,000 

# of Students Who Benefited 

from Financial Aid in FY17
 

720
# of New Student Fellowships 

Established in FY17 

7 Jeanne Gang MArch ’93 (second from right), John Portman Design Critic in 
Architecture, leads final review presentations for the Spring 2017 option studio 
“Material That Connects: A Campus Center in Chicago.”
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Alumni

Below: Advanced Management Development Program 
(AMDP) alumni joined current program participants 
for a reception at Harvard’s Loeb House. 
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Alumni of the GSD represent a lifelong, multi-
generational community of graduates and former 
students. The Alumni Council, the primary 
representative body of GSD alumni, work with the 
worldwide alumni community by celebrating and 
communicating its impact. In addition to the record 
nine ambassador events, mentoring relationships, 
J-Term externships, portfolio reviews, internships, 
and networking events of the past year, the Council 
works to build a strong sense of community and 
support for the GSD. An area of focus has been 
understanding and measuring the social impacts  
of alumni through their professional experiences, 
volunteer roles, public service, and community 

Left: Katherine Farley MArch ’76 
provides the 2017 GSD Class Day 
address and enthusiastically shares 
advice with the GSD’s newest graduates.

Right: Daniel Kumnick MArch ’11 and 
Joanna Zhang celebrate reunion with  
the classes ending in 1’s and 6’s.  
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involvement under the guidance of Alumni Council 
Chair Allyson Mendenhall AB ’90, MLA ’99. This 
undertaking, which will launch in the coming year with 
an all-alumni survey, is one way the GSD can lead a 
broader conversation about the impact of our alumni 
and how design is addressing and effecting change. 
This forthcoming study will provide a School-specific 
look at a topic similar to that explored by Harvard 
University in the Harvard Impact Study.

Ten Alumni Council members hosted events on both 
coasts and in cities in between. In New York, Yvonne 
Szeto MArch ’79 led a tour and reception at the 
spectacular 7 Bryant Park. Alumni in the Windy City 
were treated to a presentation by Ralph Johnson 
MArch ’73 on Riverline, a massive riverfront 
revitalization project underway in Chicago. (The 
presentation was planned by Frank Christopher Lee 
MAUD ’79.) West Coast alumni welcomed students and 
faculty from the option studio “Work Environments 3: 
Space Work” with a breakfast in LA organized by 
Brenda Levin, FAIA, MArch ’76 and Michael B. Lehrer, 
FAIA, MArch ’78. Alumni in Texas witnessed urban 
redevelopment in action in the Arlington city center 
during a hard-hat tour led by member Paris Rutherford 
MAUD ’93. Tom Oslund MLA ’86 brought Gund Hall’s 
tradition of “Beer ’n Dogs” to Minneapolis, giving 
alumni a chance to network and reconnect. And back 
on Harvard’s campus, Mark Favermann MCRP ’78 
assembled a presentation and walking tour of Harvard’s 
Allston Campus. Additional happenings in Miami and 
New York rounded out the roster of engaging events. 

During the 2017 Commencement exercises, Henry N. 
Cobb AB ’47, MArch ’49 was one of three University 
alumni to receive the Harvard Medal. The award, which 
was established in 1981 to recognize extraordinary 
service to the University, was presented to honorees by 
Harvard President Drew Gilpin Faust at the Annual 
Meeting of the Harvard Alumni Association. Cobb is 
the first GSD alumnus to receive the Harvard Medal in 
30 years, and only the second GSD alumnus to be 
honored with the award.
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Through digital tools and resources, alumni and 
friends are increasing connections and community. 
With HarvardKey, Harvard University’s unified online 
user credential, alumni have access to applications 
and resources, including 7,500 online journals and 
e-books through the Harvard Library system. To grow 
connections and mentor students, alumni can join 
thousands of members in the Harvard Alumni 
Directory. GSD engagement with the Harvard Alumni 
Association Board of Directors continues to be 
strong—Ron Ostberg MArch ’68 served as member-at-
large on the Executive Committee, Jennifer Luce 
MDes ’94 is an appointed director for the GSD and a 
Harvard Alumni Arts Weekend task force member, and 
Allyson Mendenhall AB ’90, MLA ’99 is an appointed 
director and co-chair of Volunteer Leadership: A 
Lifetime of Engagement.

Left: Allyson Mendenhall AB ’90, 
MLA ’99, Chair of the GSD Alumni 
Council, addresses alumni at a 
GSD reception during the  
ASLA 2016 Annual Meeting in  
New Orleans. 

Right: Henry N. Cobb AB ’47, 
 MArch ’49 receives the 
Harvard Medal during 2017 
Commencement exercises.
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# of Student/Alumni Participants in Alumni Council Student Alumni XChange  

Committee Events 

200 40
Students   Alumni Council Members and Alumni

Locations of Alumni Events in FY17

Boston/Cambridge, MA

New York/Brooklyn, NY

New Orleans, LA

Dallas, TX

Chicago, IL

# of Alums Who Attended Alumni Events in FY17

774 Alums at  21 Alumni Events

Miami, FL

Arlington, TX

Los Angeles, CA

Orlando, FL

Minneapolis, MN

IL NY

CA

TX

MA

FL

MN

LA
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Loeb Fellows

Created in the political and environmental turbulence 
of the late 1960s, the Loeb Fellowship has never 
strayed from its charge of fostering leaders committed 
to social impact through the shaping of the built and 
natural environments. More than ever, the Fellows play 
a vital role at the GSD as the School and the world 
grapple with political unrest, climate change, and racial 
and economic inequity. This past year, the Loeb 
Fellowship was delighted to inspire a major gift from 
Leif Selkregg LF ’89, which provides seed funding to 
innovate, evolve, and expand the Fellowship’s cross-
disciplinary approach, its contribution to the GSD, and 
its mission to create a more vibrant and just world. 

Loeb Fellows were ever-present at both Harvard 
University and the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology this year, presenting guest lectures, 
participating in midterm and final reviews, and acting 
as resources for students and faculty. Some Fellows 
participated as active exhibitors in Gund Hall: David 
Molander LF ’17 worked with Sensory Media Workshop 

The 2017 Loeb Fellows gather for a 
group photo in the Gund Hall courtyard.
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students to produce “Anatomy of Gund Hall,” a large-
scale photographic collage that was accompanied by a 
process video, and Emmanuel Pratt LF ’17 installed  
“We the Publics,” a participatory manifesto meant as  
a meditation on what is considered “public,” in 
collaboration with the GSD’s director of exhibitions, 
Dan Borelli MDes ’12.

Two Fellows taught J-Term courses: Rahel Shawl LF ’17 
received an enthusiastic response to her course 
“Urbanization in Africa,” and Loeb alumna Patty Leigh 
Brown LF ’10 received accolades for her course “Writing 
about Place.” Several Fellows participated in symposia, 
including “Gentrification by Design” and “New Food as 
Urban Agents,” both part of “Reconceptualizing the 
Urban,” a four-year investigation undertaken by the 
Harvard-Mellon Urban Initiative. One Fellow was a 
panelist on “Housing and Policy in an Aging World,” 
both at the GSD and in New York, which was sponsored 
by the Joint Center for Housing Studies. Several others 
took part in the panel discussion “Negotiating 
Urbanism,” sponsored by the Department of  
Urban Planning. 

The reach of the Fellowship extends well beyond 
Cambridge. In October 2016, 100 alumni and current 
Fellows traveled to the San Francisco Bay area for the 
annual Fall Study Tour. The trip brought alumni and 
Fellows together with local experts and policymakers  
to learn about the region’s resources as well as its 
challenges, including a growing equity divide, housing 
and transportation pressures, and competition for 
skilled workers. In February 2017, current Fellows 
traveled to Brazil with Felipe Correa’s MAUD ’03 
option studio “São Paulo: The Rescaling of Rail 
Infrastructure and New Models of Domestic Life.” 
Fellows remained engaged with these and other  
studio participants throughout the Spring term. 
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2016–2017 Class of Loeb Fellows 

Karen Abrams Diversity and Community Affairs Manager, Urban   
Pittsburgh, PA Redevelopment Authority

Greta Byrum Director, New America Resilient Communities Program 
New York, NY

Emi Kiyota Environmental Gerontologist, Founder and Director, Ibasho 
Washington, DC

Mark Lamster  Architecture Critic, The Dallas Morning News, and  
Dallas, TX Professor in Practice, University of Texas at Arlington

Pallavi Mande Director, Charles River Watershed Association & Blue  
Boston, MA Cities Initiative

David Molander Multimedia Artist 
Stockholm and New York, NY

Alessandro Petti  Architect, Artist, Co-Director, DAAR 
Palestinian Territories

Emmanuel Pratt Co-Founder, Sweet Water Foundation 
Chicago, IL

Rahel Shawl Architect, Principal, RAAS Architects 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

2016–2017 Senior Loeb Scholar Ruth 
Rogers during a Fall 2016 event in 
Piper Auditorium. 
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Executive Education

Advanced Management Development Program (AMDP) Class XVII with 
Washington, DC, Mayor Muriel Bowser on Team Project Jury Day.
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Executive Education at the GSD had an exciting year, 
with new programs offered and partnerships formed 
around the world. The Advanced Management 
Development Program (AMDP), Harvard’s only 
advanced leadership program in real estate, grew by 
25 percent, drawing participants from a variety of 
industries and backgrounds to Cambridge for six 
weeks of intense study. The GSD expanded its global 
footprint with new programs in Dubai on smart cities 
and international real estate negotiation strategies. In 
the United States, Executive Education partnered with 
the Mayor’s Office in Washington, DC, to envision 
cutting-edge urban design/development solutions.

Programs for both individuals and organizations were 
offered in Cambridge, including jointly with Harvard 
Business School on real estate management. 
International activity included a capacity-building 
program for Mexico’s Instituto del Fondo Nacional de 
la Vivienda para los Trabajadores (INFONAVIT), the 
country’s immense national housing mortgage bank.

There were 618 participants from 52 countries and  
all regions of the United States during the 2016–2017 
academic year, representing a diverse range of 
practices from real estate development to the 
nonprofit sector, including architecture, banking,  
city planning, and design. Topics addressed included 
smart cities, future cities, building performance, 
climate resiliency, public interest design, educational 
and healthcare facilities, aging in place, retail 
development, and master planning.

# of International 

Participants 

348
# of Countries Represented 

52
Total # of Participants

618
% of International 

Participants

56%

% of Domestic Participants

44%
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Library

A preeminent global design resource, the Frances 
Loeb Library supports and enhances the educational 
programs, curriculum development, and research 
programs of the GSD. With over 300,000 volumes 
in its general collection—including one-of-a-kind 
printed and visual materials—and special strengths 
in 20th- and 21st-century architecture, city and 
regional planning, urban design, and landscape 
design, the Library has served as a platform for 
design research, teaching, and learning since its 
opening in Gund Hall more than 40 years ago.

The Spring 2017 exhibition “Designing Planes and Seams,” curated by Harold Koda MLA ’00, 
Ken Smith MLA ’86, and Anita Berrizbeitia MLA ’87.
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# of Questions Answered at 

Service Desk 

800
# of Electronically Received 

and Answered Questions

644
# of Support Consultations 

for Course Websites 

1,971
# of Research Class Sessions

92
# of Research Class Attendees

2,437
# of Research Consultation 

Sessions

1,567

Gate Count

131,272
# of Volumes

300,803
# of Volumes Added FY17

2,312

During the 2016–2017 academic year, the Library 
increased its focus on direct engagement, presenting 
a series of research skills classes to help students 
and faculty effectively navigate its vast resources. 
Additionally, the Library was pleased to acquire 
several important archival collections, including that 
of renowned designer James Carpenter LF ’90, as 
well as the papers of visionary architect Sarah P. 
Harkness. GSD alumni continued to enjoy access to 
the Library’s electronic resources through the online 
user credential HarvardKey, as well as 
complimentary on-site borrowing privileges.
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Financial

Top: Difei Chen MAUD ’18, MDes ’18 works at 
Autodesk’s BUILD Space as part of the Fall 2016 
course “Hybrid Formations: Interdisciplinary 
Design.” The course posed the question: “How can 
you design something to be paper-thin and superlight 
while maintaining its structural integrity and 
creating big volumes?”

Left: John Collins discusses his world record–setting 
paper airplane during a public lecture presented by the 
Master in Design Engineering program. 

59



The GSD closed fiscal year 2017 with an operating 
surplus of $4.4M. While core academic programs 
and Gund Hall renewal remain priorities, financial 
stability and philanthropy have made it possible for 
the School to launch new initiatives and explore 
future expansion:  

• Partnering with the John A. Paulson School of 
Engineering and Applied Sciences (SEAS), the 
GSD launched a new Master’s Degree in Design 
Engineering (MDE) in FY17. As the inaugural 
class enters its second year in FY18, the 
program will be fully integrated, with two full 
cohorts enrolled.

• Steady demand and enrollment growth have 
filled Gund Hall to capacity, and the GSD is 
considering options for physical expansion.  
The School completed a feasibility study that 
examined several ways to add new space to 
Gund and secured approval from the Harvard 
Facilities Committee to advance the design. 
Fundraising efforts are under way to move this 
exciting project forward.

• The Center for Green Buildings and Cities 
broke ground on the HouseZero project, kicking 
off renovations to their headquarters at 20 
Sumner Road. The goal of the project is to 
achieve the most rigorous efficiency standards 
ever for a wood-frame building retrofit.

• In partnership with Harvard Global UK, the 
Rogers House in Wimbledon, outside of 
London, was renovated, restored, and donated 
to the GSD to support the new Richard Rogers 
Fellowship program and a series of symposia on 
topics related to the built environment. The 
first Fellows took up residence in the Spring. 

Financial 
Overview
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Revenue
Net revenue increased by $2.2M over the prior  
year to $61.1M. Enrollment grew by nearly 50 
students, with the addition of MDE and strong  
yields for most programs driving tuition revenue 
higher by $3.2M. Current use gifts came in at $7.6M, 
up from $7.0M in FY16, and delivered new research 
support—including funding for the GSD’s Future of 
the American City initiative. The endowment 
distribution, which provides about a third of GSD 
revenue, increased by $0.9M. After a peak in FY16, 
revenue from Executive and Continuing Education 
declined from $2.9M to $2.4M, and there was a 
decrease in sponsored research funding as several 
existing programs concluded.

FY17 spending was relatively stable compared to 
FY16 levels. Space costs increased to accommodate 
swing space for the Center for Green Building and 
Cities during its renovations. Additionally, the cost 
of renovating space for MDE students housed at 
SEAS for their first year was split by the two schools. 
Financial aid spending was up $1.0M, in line with 
enrollment growth. The “Other” expense category 
grew by $0.4M, largely due to higher debt interest 
costs; in the past few years, the GSD has funded 
many projects to renew and update its facilities 
through new debt. 

In FY17, the GSD has posted positive results and 
carefully balanced its expense growth with that of 
revenue. However, the School, like most other 
institutions of higher education, expects measured 
endowment distributions in the near term. Student 
debt levels, support for faculty, and space constraints 
remain among our greatest challenges. For the 
expansion of Gund Hall to move forward, the GSD 
will need to rely on the generosity of its donor 
community. Philanthropy will play a critical role in 
allowing the GSD to progress beyond its current 
activities and pursue new opportunities. 

 
 

Mark Goble 
Chief Financial Officer

Expenses

Outlook
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Harvard Graduate School of Design  

Statement of Activity 

Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2017

 FY17

 Unrestricted Restricted Total

Revenue (in millions)

Graduation Tuition and Fees 37.2 0.0 37.2

Less: Financial Aid (9.6) (5.0) (14.6)

Net Tuition 27.7 (5.0) 22.7

Continuing and Executive Ed. Tuition and Fees 2.4 0.0 2.4

Federal Sponsored Programs 0.0 0.3 0.3

Non-Federal Sponsored Programs 0.0 1.5 1.5

Total Sponsored Support 0.0 1.8 1.8

Current-Use Gifts 0.0 7.6 7.6

Endowment Distribution 8.6 11.9 20.5

Other Income 3.1 2.9 6.0

Total Revenue 41.8 19.2 58.9

Expense

Salaries and Wages 16.7 8.6 25.3

Employee Benefits 5.4 2.0 7.3

Scholarships, Prizes, and Awards 0.3 1.4 1.8

Supplies and Equipment 1.1 0.7 1.7

Space and Occupancy 3.7 0.8 4.5

Services Purchased 5.8 1.1 6.9

Travel 1.7 1.3 3.0

University Assessment 1.9 0.0 1.9

Other 1.5 1.4 2.9

Total Expense 37.9 17.3 55.1

Operating Result: 3.9 2.0 5.9

Less: Depreciation 1.5 0.0 1.5

Adjusted “GAAP” Operating Result 2.4 2.0 4.4

 FY16

 Unrestricted Restricted Total

 34.0 0.0 34.0

 (9.1) (4.5) (13.6)

 24.9 (4.5) 20.4

 2.9 0.0 2.9

 0.0 0.3 0.3

 0.0 2.4 2.4

 0.0 2.7 2.7

 0.0 7.0 7.0

 8.3 11.3 19.6

 3.2 3.1 6.3

 39.3 22.3 58.9

 

 

 

 15.8 9.5 25.3

 5.1 2.2 7.3

 0.2 1.4 1.6

 1.0 0.7 1.7

 3.4 0.5 3.9

 5.6 1.4 7.0

 1.7 1.4 3.1

 1.7 0.0 1.7

 0.9 1.6 2.5

 35.5 18.7 54.2

 

 3.7 0.9 4.6

 1.4 0.0 1.4

 

 2.4 0.9 3.3
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Harvard Graduate School of Design  

Statement of Activity 

Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2017

 FY17

 Unrestricted Restricted Total

Revenue (in millions)

Graduation Tuition and Fees 37.2 0.0 37.2

Less: Financial Aid (9.6) (5.0) (14.6)

Net Tuition 27.7 (5.0) 22.7

Continuing and Executive Ed. Tuition and Fees 2.4 0.0 2.4

Federal Sponsored Programs 0.0 0.3 0.3

Non-Federal Sponsored Programs 0.0 1.5 1.5

Total Sponsored Support 0.0 1.8 1.8

Current-Use Gifts 0.0 7.6 7.6

Endowment Distribution 8.6 11.9 20.5

Other Income 3.1 2.9 6.0

Total Revenue 41.8 19.2 58.9

Expense

Salaries and Wages 16.7 8.6 25.3

Employee Benefits 5.4 2.0 7.3

Scholarships, Prizes, and Awards 0.3 1.4 1.8

Supplies and Equipment 1.1 0.7 1.7

Space and Occupancy 3.7 0.8 4.5

Services Purchased 5.8 1.1 6.9

Travel 1.7 1.3 3.0

University Assessment 1.9 0.0 1.9

Other 1.5 1.4 2.9

Total Expense 37.9 17.3 55.1

Operating Result: 3.9 2.0 5.9

Less: Depreciation 1.5 0.0 1.5

Adjusted “GAAP” Operating Result 2.4 2.0 4.4

“The Silent Majority,” created by Hanwei Li MDes ’17, 
Teng Xing MAUD ’17, and Shiyu Chen MAUD ’17 as part 
of the class “Public Projection: Projection as a Tool for 
Expression and Communication in Public Space” in the 
Art, Design, and the Public Domain concentration.

 FY16

 Unrestricted Restricted Total

 34.0 0.0 34.0

 (9.1) (4.5) (13.6)

 24.9 (4.5) 20.4

 2.9 0.0 2.9

 0.0 0.3 0.3

 0.0 2.4 2.4

 0.0 2.7 2.7

 0.0 7.0 7.0

 8.3 11.3 19.6

 3.2 3.1 6.3

 39.3 22.3 58.9

 

 

 

 15.8 9.5 25.3

 5.1 2.2 7.3

 0.2 1.4 1.6

 1.0 0.7 1.7

 3.4 0.5 3.9

 5.6 1.4 7.0

 1.7 1.4 3.1

 1.7 0.0 1.7

 0.9 1.6 2.5

 35.5 18.7 54.2

 

 3.7 0.9 4.6

 1.4 0.0 1.4

 

 2.4 0.9 3.3
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Harvard Graduate School of Design  

Consolidated Balance Sheet

Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2017

Assets (in millions) FY17 FY16

Deposits with the University 40.0 37.3

Receivables

Student Receivables 0.4 0.6

Other Receivables (0.1) (0.1)

Prepayments and Deferred Charges 0.0 0.1

Notes Receivable 5.1 5.2

Pledges Receivable 46.3 53.3

Fixed Assets (net of accumulated depreciation) 33.8 32.5

Long-Term Investments (primarily endowment) 455.0 427.6

Total Assets 580.4 556.5

Liabilities

Accrued Expenses 0.1 0.7

Deferred Revenue and Other Liabilities 2.8 2.4

Internal Debt Obligations 20.7 19.9

Total Liabilities 23.5 22.9

Composition of Net Assets

Unrestricted Reserves 9.5 8.1

Restricted Reserves 19.8 23.8

Undistributed Income and Other 7.0 1.8

Pledge Balances 26.4 30.5

Student Loan Funds 1.1 1.1

Investment in Fixed Assets 18.3 17.9

Endowment and Other Invested Funds 455.0 427.6

Endowment Pledges 19.8 22.8

Total Assets Net of Liabilities 556.9 533.6
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Endowment Distribution and Distribution as % of Operating Expenses (excl. Fin. Aid)
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Harvard University  
Graduate School of Design
Gund Hall
48 Quincy Street
Cambridge, MA 02138
617.495.4315
gsd.harvard.edu
groundedvisionaries.org

Dear Alumni and Friends,

Each year, I marvel at the capacity of the Harvard University Graduate School 
of Design (GSD) community to mobilize in response to far-reaching challenges 
affecting communities around the world. Together, we are a fellowship of students 
and teachers, designers and thinkers, alumni and friends—and we share the belief 
that design has a powerful role in shaping our world. The pages ahead afford a 
singular opportunity to synthesize and reflect on the many threads of the GSD’s 
ongoing work and herald our new aspirations and directions.

We remain deeply committed to engaging questions of global urbanization and 
the future of the city, and our commitment is foundational to our pedagogy 
in architecture, landscape architecture, and urban planning and design. In 
particular, our option studios offer students and faculty the opportunity to 
investigate a series of specific sites and cities, both global and local in scope.  
This year, the program included visits to 14 countries and a range of diverse 
topics, among them a vision for the rising city of Fukuoka, Japan, the urban 
metabolism of Beijing’s hutongs, and building industries in Africa’s water cities;  
a number of studios were also held in the United States.

Innovation in design and its integration into fields of research throughout the 
University remains a broad motivation for our ambitious and growing pedagogical 
agenda. We were proud to inaugurate a joint degree program with Harvard’s T.H. 
Chan School of Public Health that explores the intersection between health and 
urbanization. The Center for Green Buildings and Cities, led by Ali Malkawi, 
revealed its HouseZero project, an experiment in transforming existing buildings 
into energy-efficient—even energy-producing—engines. Our Master in Design 
Engineering (MDE) program, a collaboration with Harvard’s John A. Paulson 
School of Engineering and Applied Sciences, concluded its inaugural year. In 
support of outstanding, cutting-edge research by our students, we were proud 
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