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The Harvard University 
Graduate School of Design 
is the most wildly ambitious, 
experimental, and optimistic 
design school in the world. 

Our curiosity and commitment to  
exploring complex challenges places us at  
the intersection of art, science, and action.  
We not only imagine a more beautiful,  
just, and coherent world, but go so far as  
to construct it.

We will continue to ask “Why?” and  
“What if?” We will engage with society 
across all levels—from the individual to  
the entire global population.
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This is 
no small 
project. 

That’s why  
we’re doing it.
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Aspirations 

The issues facing our society today 

are complex, requiring new and 

innovative solutions. As design 

leaders we must provide our students, 

researchers, and faculty with the 

resources they need to make a 

meaningful impact. 

Through the generous support of  

GSD alumni and friends, we will be 

able to transcend the current work 

done at the school and help shape 

a more equitable, sustainable, and 

beautiful world. In doing so we will: 

Expand our capacity through  

leading-edge faculty and facilities  

for the next century.

Enhance global impact through 

transformative pedagogy, research, 

and discourse.

Empower GSD students through  

an accessible education and  

unrivaled experiences.

As we strive to meet our ambitious 

campaign goal of $110 million, the 

funds we raise will help us address 

global issues with authority, through 

the GSD’s innovative design research, 

practice, and pedagogy. We will 

reach beyond the limits of our core 

disciplines to collaborate across 

multiple sectors, including business, 

technology, the arts, health, and 

public policy.

The Grounded Visionaries campaign 

will secure the GSD’s place as the 

premier design school in the world  

for years to come.  
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Opportunities Recognition

Every gift has an impact and 

enables the GSD to continue to 

shape the world around us. The 

options presented here are offered 

as a starting point for discussion, 

representing just a few ways you  

can support the GSD. We look  

forward to assisting you in  

identifying philanthropic gifts  

that meet your interests.

Let us create a place for you at

the GSD where your belief in the

transformative power of design  

can make a difference. All donors  

who give during the Campaign  

will be recognized in our annual  

Honor Roll. Donors who contribute  

$100,000 and above through  

the life of the Campaign will be 

recognized as members of the 

Grounded Visionaries Society.
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Expand Capacity  

$50M
Build the GSD’s future through 
leading-edge faculty and facilities  
for the next century.  

To educate the next generation of design leaders, 

the GSD must continuously innovate in teaching 

practice and research, while providing students a 

highly optimized learning environment. Maintaining 

this extraordinary level of instruction in the face of 

increasing costs and a larger student population 

requires greater resources than currently available.   
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Your support will 
incubate innovation
at the GSD by 
expanding the 
intellectual and 
physical capacity  
of our School.
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Leading-Edge Faculty 

GSD faculty are thought leaders who provide the intellectual underpinnings of our 

cutting-edge pedagogy and research. As we have grown in both size and ambition, our 

costs have similarly escalated. With current funding levels covering less than half the 

costs of faculty salaries, the School needs to establish new sources of endowed support.

$5M
Cultivate GSD leadership by establishing an endowed chair for  

senior faculty in the department of your choice—Architecture,  

Landscape Architecture, or Urban Planning and Design.

$1M
Encourage emerging educators and researchers by establishing  

a faculty support fund in the department of your choice—

Architecture, Landscape Architecture, or Urban Planning and Design.

$300K
Support innovation by providing a current-use gift for leading global 

practitioners to teach as Visiting Design Critics at the GSD over a  

three-year term.

Facilities for the Next Century

Transformative environments are critical to the learning experience at the GSD. However, 

demands on our physical space have been stressed by strategic growth, an ambitious 

research program, and the rise in use of digital fabrication. An investment in necessary 

physical infrastructure is needed at this critical moment in the GSD’s history. 

$10M
Provide a gift to name the iconic Trays at Gund Hall. The tiered 

workspaces are a fixture of the School and enable the students to  

engage in cross-dialogue among disciplines on a daily basis. 

$5M
Establish a research fund to name 40–42 Kirkland Street. The  

labs and programs housed here are an important component in 

developing innovation.

$4M
Sponsor the renovations of the Philip Johnson Thesis House.  

This seminal modernist structure is envisioned as a future hub of  

design history and theory. 

$500K
Offer a named gift to support program funds for an innovation 

classroom at the GSD. Just as Gund Hall did 40 years ago, this 

classroom will create a new model environment for design education.

$100K

Create a dedicated, flexible environment for students by naming  

a student lounge. In these spaces that promote cross-fertilization  

of ideas, students can study, assemble models, and engage in  

impromptu dialogues.
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Enhance 
Global Impact

$30M
Broaden the reach of design knowledge 
through transformative pedagogy, 
research, and discourse.

GSD faculty and researchers are global citizens, exploring 

vital issues around the world and yielding groundbreaking 

design innovations. Though we reach ever-expanding 

regions, many of our essential international activities are 

currently funded on an ad hoc basis. 
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Transformative Pedagogy

Our studio model offers the opportunity to explore a wide range of design topics under 

the supervision of prominent practitioners. Faculty and researchers regularly travel 

around the globe to conduct site research, meet local experts, and explore the context of 

their work.  With over half of studios sited outside the U.S., and increasingly envisioned as 

multi-year investigations, the cost of such instruction is daunting. 

$5M
Support instruction by establishing an endowed fund for studio 

pedagogy, which allows faculty and students the freedom to explore 

pressing global issues.

$1.5M

Provide a current-use gift to support the Dean’s vision of a three-year, 

international studio model centered on a particular region or topic. This 

supports associated costs for research assistants, faculty, publications, 

exhibitions, and symposia.

$250K
Provide a current-use gift to fund the development of an EdX curriculum 

at the GSD. Doing so will mean we can provide greater access to the 

GSD’s extraordinary instruction.

$100K
Offer a current-use gift to support the introduction and implementation of 

new teaching methods, which fosters innovative ideas, both inside and 

outside of the classroom.

Help the GSD 
investigate new 
lines of inquiry and 
share our expansive 
design knowledge 
with the world.
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Critical Research

Our pedagogy and research go hand in hand. Two research centers, five research 

initiatives, and eight design research labs are currently creating a critical mass of inquiry 

at the GSD. Whether studying social mobility in Tanzania or disaster relief in Haiti, GSD 

researchers are impacting policy and practice around the world. 

$5M
Establish an endowed position for the Director of Research to provide 

critical strategic leadership for the School’s research agenda.

$1M
Create an endowed fund to support a full-time research fellow, which 

enables the GSD to extend its impact through an evolving set of  

research projects.

$100K
Provide a current-use research fund that supports multi-year research 

priorities and projects. Opportunities start at $100K annually.

Vital Discourse

The GSD understands the vital role of the exchange of ideas and we are active 

participants in the global discourse on design. On an annual basis, the GSD shares  

our design knowledge through lectures, symposiums, exhibitions, books, magazines,  

websites, and Francis Loeb Library collections. We are committed to growing our  

reach and to engaging our community. 

$5M
Establish an endowed fund to support the GSD’s Public Lecture Series. 

This year-long, curated programming features internationally acclaimed 

design luminaries as well as artists, authors, and local design experts.

$3M
Create an endowed fund to name Special Collections in the Frances 

Loeb Library. Your gift will enable the Library’s important and expansive 

special collections to be maintained and shared with scholars worldwide.

$50K
Sponsor a design publication created by the GSD. Such documentation 

helps us to make an impact by sharing work from GSD faculty, 

researchers, and other experts from our community.

$50K
Sponsor a design exhibition in the Gund Hall Gallery. Help make an

impact by sharing the power of design with GSD faculty, students, alumni,

the Harvard community, and guests at the School.
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Empower  
Students  

$30M
Boost access to innovative learning 
at the GSD and offer unrivaled 
experiences outside of the classroom. 

Students choose the GSD for its academic rigor, 

inspiring studios, award-winning faculty, and 

unmatched reputation as the number one design 

school in the world. However, due to a lack of 

resources, each year many opportunities to study 

abroad, engage in independent study, or present  

at professional conferences go unrealized.



Help provide the  
next generation  
of design leaders 
greater access to  
the GSD curriculum, 
unique experiences 
while enrolled at  
the School, and the  
ability to pursue 
careers without 
financial limitations.
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Accessible Education

Fellowships broaden the range of diversity within our ranks and provide graduating 

students the freedom to make career choices based on their passions, rather than 

their financial obligations to pay back student loans. While a majority of GSD students 

currently receive some form of support, less than a third of financial aid funding at the 

GSD comes from endowed gifts. We must change the economic model for providing 

financial aid to secure support for the next generation of design leaders.

$1.5M
Establish an endowed fellowship fund to provide full tuition support  

for a master’s level student.

$500K
Establish an endowed fellowship fund to provide financial support for 

doctoral students.

$250K Establish an endowed fellowship fund to support a master’s level student.

$100K
Establish an endowed financial aid fund to support students who 

demonstrate need.

$30K
Support diversity and a global perspective through a multi-year gift of 

$10K/year to the Dean’s Global Fund for Financial Aid. Opportunities 

start at $30K over three years.

$1.5M
Establish an endowed Pavilion Fund to support creativity, collaboration, 

and making through design competitions. 

$300K
Create an endowed Community Service Fellowship Fund, which  

will pair talented students with a nonprofit design consultancy, a  

non-governmental organization, or an underfunded municipality.

$50K
Provide a gift to the Professional Development Fund, which offers access 

to conferences and other professional activities within a chosen discipline. 

Opportunities start at $50K.

Unrivaled Experiences

GSD students are driven to give back, to compete internationally, and to engage

professionally, whether studying mega-block planning in China, designing for a 

community in Detroit, or participating in industry conferences around the world. While 

student ambition is unrivaled, their funds are not—this past year many opportunities for 

research, travel, and community service went unrealized due to lack of resources. Our 

current programs need reinforcement.
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Join us 
in giving 
form to 
the 21st 
century. 
Your support will help us increase our 
impact as our strategies, structures, and 
students continue to reshape our world.
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Donors at all giving levels can 

participate in the Campaign and help 

meet the immediate needs of the 

School. We have a number of ways  

you can direct your annual gifts:

The GSD Fund is dedicated to 

providing financial grants to students 

in need of tuition assistance. In 

supporting this fund, you allow our 

talented and determined students the 

freedom to explore pressing global 

issues upon graduation. Harvard 

University President Drew Faust 

matches 1:1 every dollar contributed 

to the GSD Fund, up to $500,000.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Degree Program Funds provide 

opportunities for students to explore 

their profession through research, 

fellowships, and participation in 

professional development activities 

such as competitions and national 

conferences. You can direct your  

gift to Architecture, Landscape 

Architecture, Urban Planning, Urban 

Design, or Design Studies to help 

support programmatic needs.

The Dean’s Innovation Fund  

enables the GSD to invest in ground-

breaking new initiatives led by the 

School. Your gift to this fund will 

help us pursue innovation in global 

studio work and research, scholarly 

publications and exhibitions, and 

other important opportunities, 

allowing the GSD to pursue  

innovation without constraint.

Annual Giving Opportunities
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Let us create a place  
for you at the GSD 
where your belief in  
the transformative 
power of design can 
make a difference.

For more information on giving to  

the GSD, please contact:

Beth Kramer, Associate Dean for 
Development & Alumni Relations 
bkramer@gsd.harvard.edu 

617.496.3868




