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The Harvard 
University Graduate 
School of  Design  
is the most  
wildly ambitious, 
experimental, and 
optimistic design 
school in the world.
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Our curiosity and 
commitment to 
exploring complex 
challenges places  
us at the intersection 
of art, science,  
and action.
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Our strategies, 
structures, and 
students harness the 
opportunities of 
these contradictory 
times as we give  
form to the 21st 
century. 
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Today’s 
solutions
are not an 
end point.
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 They are a dare to  
do better. And that’s  
 what we’ll do.
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“ The GSD must draw on  
our rich history of design 
 innovation to address global 
challenges of the future.   
 We must be both grounded  
 and visionary, exploring 
  lofty ideals and pragmatic 
 realities. Giving form to this 
  dynamic tension of ideas is  
 as important a role as any 
  with which we are tasked.”
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Dear Friends,

As the premier design school in the 
world, the Harvard University Graduate 
School of Design has a history of 
leadership and innovation. We are  
proud to have founded several of our 
core disciplines and to have created  
a community of individuals celebrated  
for their impact on the built environment. 
Today, the GSD continues to produce 
leaders and attract faculty whose 
meaningful research, practice, and 
pedagogy quite literally shape our world.

Unprecedented demands affect our 
cities and infrastructure, the environment, 
and our society as a whole. Today’s 
complex issues require an unconventional 
approach that can transcend disciplines 
and produce change at all levels—not 
only for the spaces in which we live, but 
also for our approach to art, technology, 
business, education, and more. 

Never before has the power of  
design been more important. Design  
as a practice and methodology is 
increasingly relied upon for its growing 
relevance and applicability. Whether 
designing housing typologies in Brazil 
or researching production processes  
for sustainable building materials in 
emerging markets, designers are 
accustomed to leading teams of experts 
toward a collective solution. Design 
creates new possibilities and shifts  
how we live.

The GSD must draw on our rich history 
of design innovation to address global 
challenges of the future. We must be 
both grounded and visionary, exploring 
lofty ideals and pragmatic realities.  
We must seek simple answers to 
spectacular questions. We must 
encourage wild creativity alongside 
rigorous practice. Giving form to this 
dynamic tension of ideas is as important 
a role as any with which we are tasked. 

To ensure we have the resources for 
inspired, new initiatives that create 
meaningful change, the GSD recently 
launched Grounded Visionaries, our 
most ambitious fundraising campaign  
to date. Through this effort we will 
expand our capacity for leadership  
and innovation, enhance global impact 
through the creation and sharing of 
design knowledge, and empower our 
students with access and opportunity.  
I invite you to read the pages that  
follow for a closer look at the School’s  
bold aspirations. 

This is no small project, but one that 
calls on the full extent of our talents  
and the commitment of our entire 
community. With your help, we can 
seize the moment and contribute to  
the future of our world in ways we have 
never before imagined.

A Restless Legacy

Mohsen
Mostafavi

• Dean 
• Alexander and

Victoria Wiley  
 Professor  
of Design
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Founded in 1936, the 
Harvard University Graduate 
School of Design (GSD) has  
roots dating back to 1874, 
when academic degree 
programs in architecture 
and landscape architecture 
emerged at the University. 
In fact, Harvard can be 
credited with founding the 
disciplines of landscape 
architecture and city planning, 
prior to the establishment 
of the School, and urban 
design in the 1960s.

We set the standard for 
design education, regularly 
ranking #1 in two of our core 
disciplines. Our alumni and 
faculty are world renowned 
for creating the modern era’s 
most iconic buildings, 
landscapes, and city plans, 

and we are proud to have the 
highest number of Pritzker 
Prize winners and AIA Fellows 
of any design school.
 
Though the School has a 
remarkable legacy, we are 
not content to rest on our 
laurels. Fueled by the 
diversity of our students and 
the rigor of our faculty, the 
GSD explores vital, global 
issues with authority. As 
groundbreakers in our areas 
of study, we actively guide 
our ambitious research 
inquiries to advance the 
global discourse on design.

 
 

Introduction 
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We supplement our core 
design pedagogy with 
research that addresses 
global issues, both in 
traditional building fields  
and entrepreneurial ventures. 
Moreover, we continually 
reach beyond the limits 
of our core disciplines to 
collaborate across sectors, 
including business, 
technology, the arts, health, 
public policy, and more. 
In this way, the GSD 
synthesizes research and 
practice in a collaborative, 
holistic approach that 
empowers our community 
to make a difference  
around the world.

Unprecedented challenges 
of today and in the future 
require design leadership 

and innovation like never 
before. The Grounded 
Visionaries campaign will 
allow us to create real, 
lasting impact in the 
following key areas:  

• Technology + Engineering
• Globalism + Society
• Art + Culture
• Urbanism + Citymaking
• Energy + Environment

The following pages  
highlight just a few ways  
in which the GSD pursues 
meaningful change around 
the world. For more stories,  
and to learn about how you 
can be a part of our ambitious 
campaign, please visit

GroundedVisionaries.org
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Technology + 
Engineering
Rapid changes in technology and 
engineering have placed society on 
the cusp of a massive revolution. 
Designers are exploring new methods 
of manufacturing, distribution, and 
construction. With the goal of making  
our lives both simpler and more 
spectacular, the GSD creates and 
integrates advanced technologies.

We continuously innovate and engineer, 
with applications ranging from material 
processes and systems analysis to urban 
mapping and geodesign. The School plays 
a leading role in such fields, and our many 
research units continue to expand the 
School’s influence, across the University 
and around the world.
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“ If we take ‘One Harvard’ 
seriously, we need to 
find new ways for related 
programs in the University 
 to grow together.”
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Martin
Bechthold

• DDes ’01 
• Professor of

Architectural 
 Technology

• Director of
the Doctor of 
Design Program

• Director of
 Technology
Platform

• Founding Director 
of Material
Processes and
Systems Group

Design Innovation 
at Harvard

Things have come full circle for Martin 
Bechthold DDes ’01, who joined the 
GSD in 1998 as a Doctor of Design 
student. Then, he was researching  
the potential of computer-aided  
design to manufacture complex  
surface structures. Today, Bechthold 
leads multiple research initiatives that 
exemplify successful collaboration 
between designers and scientists,  
and his foundational work in material 
science engineering has brought new 
possibilities to the field. 

In partnership with the University’s 
Wyss Institute for Biologically Inspired 
Engineering, Bechthold’s Material 
Processes and Systems (MaPS)  
Group at the GSD explores the role  
of technology in fabrication and 
construction. Bechthold explains,  
 “Part of our work is to translate Wyss’s 
nanotechnologies to the scale of 
buildings, in response to building  
issues and opportunities we identify.” 
The effort is done in conjunction with 
another research unit at the GSD,  
the Responsive Environments and 
Artifacts Lab.

Bechthold reflects, “This work  
wouldn’t be possible except through 
interdisciplinary collaboration. If we 
take ‘One Harvard’ seriously, we need  
to find new ways for related programs 
in the University to grow together.”

The GSD offers coursework across the 
University that does just this. In addition, 
the School is currently developing an 

interdisciplinary degree program  
with the School of Engineering and 
Applied Sciences (SEAS), which will 
instruct students how to create and 
implement responsive design solutions. 
Through collaborations such as these, 
the GSD fosters greater breadth of 
learning, and helps move important 
innovations forward. 

Support Technology + Engineering  
at the GSD. Your contribution to 
interdisciplinary research, coursework, 
and new methodologies will help us 
bring visionary design research into 
concrete practice.
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Globalism + 
Society
Design is a catalyst for change with  
a strong social dimension—structures  
and environments have lasting effects  
on the quality of life for millions of  
people. As our society becomes more 
interconnected, we require environments 
that are thoughtfully designed to reflect 
our global context. 

Integrating a diversity of perspectives  
is essential to a design education, and  
the GSD is committed to explorations  
that ensure social agency and access.  
Such critical forays combine knowledge 
and global purpose to shape the work of 
the School every day, in ways both large  
and small.

19



“ The best way for students 
to become educated about 
the principal design and 
planning challenges of 
 our times is to experience 
a city’s social and spatial 
intricacies firsthand.”
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Refitting the 
Metropolis

Diane 
Davis

•  Charles Dyer 
Norton Professor 
of Regional 
Planning and   
 Urbanism 

•  Chair of the 
Department of 
Urban Planning 
and Design

Our world is rapidly urbanizing, with 
over half of the global population now 
living in cities. The pressure of such 
demographic changes brings about an 
intense need for housing, and because 
land on the urban periphery is cheap, 
building largely occurs there. But this 
sprawling development places heavy 
strains on existing infrastructure and 
city services. A rethink—and refit—of 
metropolitan regions is sorely needed.

Diane Davis, Charles Dyer Norton 
Professor of Regional Planning  
and Urbanism, is working on these 
issues at a global level, focusing on  
a place where urban pressures have  
become most acute: the cities and 
neighborhoods of Mexico. 

As part of a research initiative funded  
by the Mexican National Worker’s 
Housing Authority (INFONAVIT), Davis  
is currently studying how local, state, 
and national authorities have 
coordinated—or failed to coordinate—
the provision of necessary urban services 
with new housing developments. She’s 
also leading a three-year project to 
examine the role of political leadership 
in urban transport. 

Many of the insights gained from this 
research come from case studies 
conducted by GSD students. Davis 
teaches planning and design studio 
courses every year in Mexico, giving 
students a chance to learn about 
real-world conditions in context. Davis 
also leads the GSD’s Mexican Cities 

Initiative, which provides small 
seed-money grants for students  
to explore and advance “everyday 
urbanism” in the metropolis. 

In multiple ways, such international 
studios and research projects help 
define the link from local community 
concerns to large-scale, global issues. 
Davis insists, “The best way for 
students to become educated about 
the principal of design and planning 
challenges of our times is to experience 
a city’s social and spatial intricacies 
firsthand. Logistically, this can be 
difficult for those who are concerned 
with urban environments outside the 
United States. But it can be made 
possible through field-based research 
and studios.” 

The GSD believes this global outlook  
is vital for addressing critical social 
problems as a way to help redefine the 
future of cities around the world.

Support Globalism + Society at the 
GSD. Your support means we can 
continue thinking big about urban 
futures and their effect on society, in 
neighborhoods large and small around 
the globe.
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Art + Culture
Art’s purpose lies deeper than purely 
aesthetic delight; it has the power to 
question, unite, and change cultures.  
In public spaces or intimate galleries, 
design defines how we experience works  
of art and absorb cultural information.  
By way of GSD exhibits, lectures, research, 
and the act of creation, the School 
similarly engages the public through 
beauty that is driven to transform. 

The GSD is in a unique position to build 
on our rich creative history, holding 
such roots sacred even as we explore 
new realities in science, technology, 
the humanities, and more. By providing 
access to the School’s rich body of design 
research, collaborative innovation, and 
effective theory, we educate and inspire 
our greater community about the power  
of design. 
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“ Our students are making 
 very weird robotic creatures. 
Some call it ‘borderline 
science fiction,’ but they  
are exploring important  
 ideas through design  
 and fabrication.”
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Exploring Artful 
Technology

Anne  
Liu 

• MArch ’14
•  Teaching and 

Research 
Associate

With a strong foundation in the arts and 
a special interest in physical fabrication, 
Anne Liu MArch ’14 decided to study 
architecture because “it seemed to bring 
together my passions for making and 
thinking, with the added dimension of 
social impact.” In 2010, Liu began this 
new path at the GSD, where she went 
on to earn a distinction for her thesis  
in wearable technologies, responsive 
environments, and cultural prosthetics. 

During her final year of studies 
developing her thesis, Liu defined the 
trajectory for her career and research. 
Influencing this direction was a course 
taught by Krzysztof Wodiczko, Professor 
in Residence of Art, Design, and the 
Public Domain. “On the first day of class, 
he showed an image of a girl with a 
robotic hat, and talked about ‘cultural 
prosthetics.’ At the time, I was actively 
collecting images of robotics on bodies. 
I was hooked.” Impressed with her 
passion and talent, Wodiczko brought 
her on board as a teaching associate 
in the course. 

Speaking of the class, Liu relates,  
 “Our students are making very  
weird robotic creatures. Some call  
it ‘borderline science fiction,’ but they  
are exploring important ideas and 
exposing the customs and social 
behaviors of society through the  
design and fabrication of wearable 
prosthetic devices.” 

Liu also splits her time at the GSD as  
a research associate at the Harvard 
Center for Green Buildings and Cities 
(CGBC). She is conducting research  
to develop the CGBC’s Sensory 
Mediation program, which looks at 
methods of mediating and extending 
human perception through technology. 
Liu addresses the CGBC’s mission of 
sustainability with a fresh approach—
through investigation of the emotional 
connection between users and  
the environment. 

She shares, “I hope to fill the world with 
designs that let people revisit their 
current realities. I want to imbue the 
wonder one experiences in a totally 
new place, like someone who has just 
stepped off a spacecraft.” The GSD  
is committed to innovative thinking  
like Liu’s, and to visionary ideas that 
expand the influence of design  
across disciplines.

Support Art + Culture at the GSD.
Your support of essential faculty or 
research can help us look past 
convention to explore our physical  
and cultural connections to the larger  
world beyond. 
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Urbanism + 
Citymaking
For the first time in history, there are  
more people living in urban areas than  
not. The design of our cities has profound 
impact on our health and well-being.  
The GSD’s faculty, students, and alumni 
are leaders in both imagining better urban 
environments and making them a reality.

Even before the GSD created the country’s 
first program in urban design, the School 
was exploring the technologies, processes, 
and functions of urbanism and citymaking. 
In a comprehensive approach, the GSD 
integrates multiple design disciplines with 
economic, social, and civic dimensions to 
confront the current and future challenges 
of modern-day cities. 
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“ The Kumbh Mela is actually 
a mega-city. Seven million 
people live there for 55 days,  
so what would we gain if 
we looked at this as a city 
and not a festival?”
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Mapping the 
Ephemeral City

Rahul
Mehrotra

• MAUD ’87 
• Professor of 

Urban Planning 
and Design 

The origins of the Kumbh Mela are lost 
in time. The religious festival brings 
tens of millions of pilgrims to the 
Ganga, Yamuna, and Saraswati rivers 
once every twelve years. Though first 
documented by a seventh-century 
Chinese monk, the festival itself may  
be much older.

Appearing out of nowhere at the 
confluence of the three rivers as they 
recede, the Kumbh Mela festival 
disappears a short time later when 
rising waters return. According to GSD 
Professor Rahul Mehrotra MAUD ’87,  
 “The Kumbh Mela is actually a mega- 
city. Seven million people live there for 
55 days, so what would we gain if we 
looked at this as a city and not a festival?” 
The project sought to map this “pop-up” 
mega-city in terms not just of geography 
but of governance, infrastructure, 
health, and economy as well.

Previous journalistic work on the 
Kumbh had focused on the religious 
spectacle; academic studies were 
scarce and narrowly focused. Mehrotra 
mobilized an interdisciplinary team of 
almost 50 professors and students—
including the Harvard Business School, 
the Harvard Divinity School, and the 
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public 
Health—to study what is easily the 
largest public gathering on earth. 

Mehrotra’s team explored issues 
related to rapid urbanization, health, 
economics, and religious expression.   
 “We’re trying to map the metabolism  

of the city,” says Mehrotra, whose team 
members mounted cameras on kites  
to take aerial photos of the gathering.     
 “We’re learning how infrastructure can 
be used to neutralize differences and 
still let differences thrive.”

Work like Mehrotra’s helps bring about 
meaningful change, both today and in 
the future. The data gathered at the 
Kumbh Mela, and its ongoing analysis, 
will have profound implications for 
everything from telecommunications 
infrastructure in the developing world, 
to the design of refugee camps for the 
victims of war and natural disaster. 
Through cross-cultural collaboration, 
the GSD’s interdisciplinary research, 
pedagogy, and practice continues to 
impact not only the built environment 
but the larger world beyond. 
 

Support Urbanism + Citymaking at  
the GSD. Your contribution can 
deliver important resources to faculty 
and their innovative research programs, 
so the GSD can continue to plan for 
cities of the future.
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Energy + 
Environment
Changing climate, shifting demographics, 
and growing demands for energy are 
presenting truly global design challenges 
and opportunities. Design’s role in shaping 
the future course of our planet has never 
been more vital. The GSD is leading 
large-scale initiatives that will transform 
our relationship with our individual and 
collective homes and environment. 

In our rapidly urbanizing global economy, 
we need a vision that shapes the impact 
of building on our environment. Buildings 
account for 30 to 40 percent of energy 
consumption in most countries—this 
makes the life-cycle energy use of 
buildings a significant factor in meeting  
the global challenge of climate change. 
Better, more efficient design is at the heart 
of building a better future for generations 
to come. 
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“   Our design focus provides  
 a unique point of view.  
 We hope to become one  
 of the most influential and  
 comprehensive centers  
addressing sustainability  
 in the built environment    
 around the world.”
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Changing the 
Climate Through 
Design

Ali
Malkawi

• Professor of 
Architectural 
Technology 

• Founding
Director of the  
Harvard Center 
for Green 
Buildings and  
 Cities

With a commitment to energy and its 
role in environmental concerns, Ali 
Malkawi, GSD Professor of Architectural 
Technology, came to Harvard in 2013 
with expertise in building simulation, 
energy conservation, and sustainability. 
His mission is to educate the next 
generation of design leaders on 
environmental concerns, working with 
students to explore such issues in 
their work, from the inner logic of a 
building’s systems to larger issues  
of sustainable policy.

An international scholar and energy 
consultant with a track record running 
an innovative research center, Malkawi 
was instrumental in establishing the 
newly created Harvard Center for 
Green Buildings and Cities (CGBC). In 
his role as Founding Director, Malkawi 
collaborates with GSD faculty members 
and experts in economics, engineering, 
and biology from across the University 
to address pressing global concerns 
related to the built environment. 
Through long-term multidisciplinary 
research, the CGBC addresses the 
global challenge of climate change by 
focusing on buildings, which account 
for the vast majority of energy use  
and carbon pollution in the world. 

The CGBC is a game changer for Harvard 
and for the GSD. Malkawi asserts, “Our 
design focus provides a unique point  
of view. We hope to become one of the 
most influential and comprehensive 
centers addressing sustainability in the 
built environment around the world.” 

The CGBC would not be possible 
without early stage funding provided  
by a visionary donor, but the Center 
requires additional support to reach  
its full potential. Even as Malkawi’s 
teams investigate how we can plan  
and build more sustainable, high-
performance buildings, the Center  
itself is housed in an outdated, 
underperforming space. Innovative  
new facilities that keep pace with  
the CGBC’s complex research are 
necessary to enhance their work  
on the built environment. The GSD  
is committed to moving this  
vision forward.

Support Energy + Environment at  
the GSD. Your contribution will ensure 
that the GSD can make a difference 
through strategies and research that 
promote healthier, more productive, 
and more efficient environments 
around the world. 
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 We will continue to 
ask “Why?” and 
 “What if ?” We will 
 engage with society 
across all levels  - 
 from the individual 
to the entire global 
population.
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We will research, 
speculate, design,  
and lead the way  
to a more beautiful, 
just, and coherent 
world. 
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Join us in giving form 
to the 21st century. 

Your support will help 
us increase our impact 
as our strategies, 
structures, and students 
continue to reshape  
our world.
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To prepare the next 
generation of design leaders 
who will address increasingly 
complex issues around 
the world, the GSD has 
recently undergone a period 
of strategic growth and 
reformulation: introducing 
new programs and degrees; 
embarking on innovative 
collaborations that engage 
the wider University 
community; and developing 
new centers and labs that 
explore global issues  
with authority.

While the GSD’s innovative 
community continues to 
expand and gain attention, 
the financial pressures that 
accompany growth require 
a more sustainable financial 
footing. Help us advance 
the GSD’s unique status 
as a place where practice, 
pedagogy, research, and 
design are brought together 
to challenge assumptions, 
test new and provocative 

ideas, and develop 
innovative answers to 
pressing questions. 
With your support of the 
School, we will:

 Expand our capacity  
by attracting and inspiring 
innovative, leading-edge 
faculty, and by creating 
facilities for the next 
century that support their 
meaningful work. 

 Enhance our global impact 
by broadening research and 
global studios, while also 
continuing to develop and 
disseminate our innovative 
design knowledge. 

Empower our students  
by providing greater access 
to design education, and by 
offering exciting learning  
opportunities that strengthen  
their experience.

Campaign Aspirations
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Build the GSD’s future through leading-edge 
faculty and facilities for the next century.

As we consider our next 75 years, we imagine a 
School that sets the standard, adheres to it, and 
consistently pushes the envelope in both teaching 
and research. Our strength in optimizing this highly 
disciplinary, collaborative environment requires 
both extraordinary instruction by superior faculty 
and facilities of the highest caliber. 

The GSD’s intellectual capacity is unprecedented, 
with internationally acclaimed design faculty who 
ensure excellence in core disciplinary knowledge 
and research. Maintaining this high level of 
instruction requires broad resources. Our faculty 
not only need appropriate compensation, but the 
GSD campus itself requires significant improvements 
and expansion, as reflected in a recently completed 
master facilities plan.  

Through the Grounded Visionaries campaign we 
intend to meet the needs of the next century by 
establishing a more stable financial footing for 
these critical initiatives.

Expand Capacity
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Leading-Edge 
Faculty

GSD faculty are thought leaders  
who provide the intellectual 
underpinnings of our innovative 
pedagogy and research. The GSD  
has built an extraordinary faculty 
across all design disciplines. 

To provide expert leadership, direct 
cutting-edge research, and pilot 
essential University-wide initiatives in 
the arts, sustainability, and urbanism, 
the School has deliberately increased 
the number of full-time, senior faculty. 
Complementing this full-time 
leadership is an extraordinary team  
of professors in practice, visiting  
critics, and junior faculty who balance 
teaching loads and provide thoughtful 
instruction, research support, and  
an influx of new perspectives.

While our current staffing supports  
the GSD’s commitment to teaching  
and research, less than half of our 
annual investment in faculty salaries  
is currently funded by endowment.  
Help the GSD make meaningful 
impact in the world through support  
of our preeminent faculty. Your  
financial contribution will ensure our 
commitment to broader instruction, 
important research, and advancements 
in the built environment.

Facilities for the Next 
Century

Gund Hall, the GSD’s core facility, has 
undergone only minimal renovations 
since the pioneering building designed 
for 300 occupants opened in 1972.  
The School has grown extensively over 
the last 40 years, and especially the 
last decade. Further complicating the 
demands on our facility resources is 
the rise in use of rapid prototyping and 
digital fabrication for course and studio 
work. Tools such as 3D printing, robotics, 
and computer numerical controlled 
machining are now critical in learning 
and research. 

A recently completed master facilities 
plan explored current space utilization 
and proposed a number of solutions  
to optimize learning at the GSD. At the 
core of this plan is the construction of  
a five-story addition that will provide  
for the School’s expanding research 
program, create new collaborative 
workspaces, and address the need for 
enhanced instructional space. 

We are committed to transforming our 
campus through facilities for the next 
century. An investment in necessary 
physical infrastructure will advance  
an environment that provides flexibility, 
promotes collaboration, and enables 
new methods of fabrication/
visualization while linking the School 
both physically and virtually to its 
global community.
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Broaden the reach of design knowledge through 
transformative pedagogy, research, and discourse.

From the start, the GSD’s instructional aspirations 
and the diversity of its faculty have made it an 
American institution with a strong international 
outlook. This is especially true today. 

GSD faculty and researchers are global citizens, 
exploring vital issues around the world and  
yielding groundbreaking design innovations. 
The School’s research platform provides faculty 
and students with a global forum to make 
transformative contributions through design,  
from insights in ecological urbanism and  
citymaking to advancements in representation  
and the future of technology. To ensure that  
design innovations and approaches achieve 
maximum impact, we continuously disseminate 
newfound insights in our libraries, galleries, and 
lecture halls.

The Grounded Visionaries campaign will provide 
essential resources in our investigation of the built 
environment, and enable our sharing of amassed 
design knowledge with the world.

Enhance Global Impact
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 Transformative 
Pedagogy 

Our pedagogy is project-based and 
solution-oriented. As the primary 
vehicle for teaching advanced design  
at the GSD since the School was 
founded, our options studio program 
offers students the opportunity to 
explore a wide range of design topics 
under the supervision of prominent 
practitioners. With over half of these 
studios sited outside the United States, 
students and faculty regularly travel 
around the globe to conduct site 
research, meet local experts, and 
explore the context of their work. 

Global options studios and experimental 
international pedagogy allow students 
to emerge from the GSD ready to solve 
challenging issues in a world where 
design plays a vital role. Ensure the 
future of this instruction by supporting 
the increased costs of such work.

Critical Research

At the GSD today, an unprecedented 
number of new research programs, 
initiatives, and labs are being housed  
at the School, creating a critical mass 
of inquiry and research. Unique in their 
focus, each builds ties with experts  
in their fields, with implications for 
policy, practice, and society at large. 
This is done across disciplines, both 
within the University and with other 
institutions, organizations, and 
individuals. Whether studying social 
mobility in Tanzania, disaster relief in 
Haiti, or sustainable “Net-Zero” 

housing in the United States, GSD-led 
teams are synthesizing theoretical  
and applied knowledge to produce 
innovative research that makes a 
difference around the world. 

A comprehensive research agenda 
fosters greater understanding of the 
issues that affect our everyday lives. 
Help us establish more secure funding 
sources for design research so we can 
bring about positive change on a  
global scale. 

Vital Discourse 

The GSD understands the vital role of 
idea exchange in the global discourse  
of design. As the global community 
ponders pressing questions about the 
future, the School is answering the  
call to lead this conversation.

GSD faculty and students advance 
design concepts and solutions at 
symposia, juries, competitions, and  
in other meetings and events with 
government leaders, investors, 
community groups, and similar 
stakeholders. On an annual basis, the 
GSD actively shares work from faculty, 
students, and design practitioners 
through events, exhibitions, printed 
volumes, the Loeb Library, and more. 

The sharing of design insight ensures 
that advances in our understanding of 
the built environment are not lost.  
Your support of this effort will help us  
to continue to lead the global discourse 
on design, on campus and around  
the world.  
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Boost access to innovative learning at the  
GSD and offer unrivaled experiences outside of 
the classroom.

Students choose the GSD for our unmatched 
reputation, our award-winning faculty and 
critics, the breadth of degree programs, and the 
opportunities we create for cutting-edge research. 
As the preeminent design school in the world, the 
GSD attracts ambitious, talented design students 
into the disciplines of architecture, landscape 
architecture, urban planning and design, with 
advanced studies in important concentrations 
such as Art in the Public Domain, and Energy, 
Environments & Design. Our students demand not 
only excellence in teaching but also opportunities 
to advance social impact through design—they are 
driven to transform lives and places. 

The Grounded Visionaries campaign will empower 
our students through financial support that provides 
better access to an innovative education at the 
GSD, exciting learning opportunities while enrolled 
at the School, and the freedom to pursue careers 
without financial limitations.

Empower Students
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Accessible 
Education

With an eye to programmatic impact 
and student diversity, the GSD has 
strategically grown its student 
population in recent years. This 
effort has brought about a number  
of positive changes, in addition to 
accompanying pressures. 

To support the influx of new students, 
the GSD has tripled expenditures on 
tuition-based financial aid, offered 
more competitive packages of merit-
based funds for the most talented 
students, and increased grants to our 
international population. Despite this 
broad support, students enrolling in 
four-year programs still graduate with 
the highest debt-to-starting-salary  
ratio within the University. 

The GSD is committed to providing 
broad access, promoting diversity 
within our ranks, and offering students 
the flexibility to make choices based  
on their passions rather than on their 
debt burden. Help us to sustain this 
mission by providing support through 
financial aid. 

Unrivaled 
Experiences

Whether building hospitals in Africa, 
studying the impact of mega-block 
planning in China, participating in a 
community design competition in 
Detroit, or attending the annual 
conference of the Urban Land Institute 
in Chicago, GSD students are driven to 
give back, to compete internationally, 
and to engage professionally. This 
social and civic engagement reflects 
the School’s commitment to 
meaningful impact on a global scale.
 
While student ambition is unmatched, 
their funds are not—this past year many 
opportunities for research, travel, and 
community service went unrealized due 
to lack of resources. Fewer than half of 
the students who applied for summer 
fellowships to support community 
service work or international travel 
received grants.

The next generation of design leaders 
will explore and tackle challenges on a 
global scale. Through your support, you 
can bring about important, meaningful 
experiences for GSD students.
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Sara
Zewde

Armed with an undergraduate degree 
in sociology and a master’s in city 
planning, Sara Zewde MLA ’15 
understands that good design 
empowers people. Prior to joining the 
GSD, she traveled the globe in her 
project work, recently returning to two 
such places: the historically black 
neighborhoods of Pequena África in  
Rio de Janeiro and Tremé in New 
Orleans. In each community, Zewde 
collaborated with government agencies 
and local organizations, employing 
sociological methods in her research 
and design process. 

Zewde reflects on design work that 
respects people’s values and needs, 
saying, “There are political, social, and 
economic implications to what we draw. 
We must fully represent people in our 
buildings, landscapes, and plans.” 

• MLA ’15

Zewde’s social conscience and 
leadership potential was recently 
recognized with a 2014 National 
Olmsted Scholar award.

Looking at design issues in context 
is important to education at the GSD.  
The School offers over 20 global 
studios, in which nearly 300 students 
participated in the past year. Travel 
grants provided by the School enable 
Zewde and other students to 
supplement their core education  
with this kind of hands-on experience.  
As Zewde shares, “There’s an inherent 
affinity in the GSD’s framework— 
it helps us re-examine intellectual 
assumptions and strengthen the  
work we produce as designers.” 

The world’s current and future 
challenges require broad perspective 
and social engagement for maximum 
impact. For the next generation of 
design leaders, such work creates 
critical connections to the larger world, 
and helps promote social agency 
through design.

The Next Generation 
of Design Leaders
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“ In my Core Studio, we worked with the city 
of Chelsea, Massachusetts, to come up with 
a plan for its urban renewal district. This city 
is at the cusp of great demographic changes. 
I saw elements of my own community,  
and how my own upbringing could inform 
knowledgeable, responsible planning 
interventions. It’s amazing that someone like 
me—an immigrant and first in my family to 
go to college—could be offered this kind of   
 opportunity to enact positive change.”

The opportunities here at the  
 GSD have been tremendous. 
This is an environment where 
 people with unique perspectives
 come together to collaborate, 
 exchange ideas, and solve
 problems. These last few years
have been some of the most 
exciting and inspiring of  
my life.”

Jefferson 
Mao

Clayton 
Strange

• MUP  ’15

• MAUD ’15

“
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Thomas 
Sherman

Thomas Sherman MDesS ’14 is an 
architect pursuing his interest in 
interactions between society and the 
environment, in particular the energy 
implications of design. As part of a 
multidisciplinary team of eight GSD 
students, his work on energy analysis 
and wood use recently helped win a 
prestigious global competition to 
design and build a “retreat in nature” 
set in remote northern Japan.  

Horizon House presents an ongoing 
dialogue between private living space 
and the rural setting. A start-to-finish 
reality within 10 months, the project is 
named for its 360-degree view of the 
landscape—in winter the land is 
blanketed with snow, and in summer 
it’s awash in high grasses. 

• MDesS ’14

Though not intentional, the name could 
also easily be interpreted for its visionary 
implications for sustainable living: the 
building is actually an ongoing research 
project, fitted with 23 sensors that make 
it a living laboratory for low-energy, 
sustainable practices. The small 
structure’s materials were also locally 
sourced, further reducing its already 
light footprint.

As an MDesS student, Sherman 
especially valued the chance to work  
on a set of design challenges from 
conception through to physical 
completion. “Seeing our computationally     
 ‘advanced’ design built using local    
 Japanese methods broadened my 
thinking as to how sustainable 
principles can be implemented.” He 
reflects, “I hope projects like this will 
become regular practice for GSD 
students across programs, as a  
core part of their education.”

The Next Generation 
of Design Leaders
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“ I am building strength here  
 daily, surrounded by so many  
 brilliant minds. Here, I am  
 not just speaking for the most 
vulnerable in society, I am 
indeed going to them directly. 
In perhaps other circumstances 
I would have never been able 
to do so.”

“ Over the past few years here I’ve grown in 
so many different ways. With the support of 
the School, I’ve grown in skill, in confidence, 
in my perspective as a designer, and in the 
boldness of what I hope to achieve after 
school. Having been exposed to so many 
different perspectives at the GSD has vastly 
expanded what I thought was possible 
through design and what I thought it  
meant to practice architecture.”

Carolina 
San 
Miguel

Joanie 
Tom

• DDes ’16

• AB ’05
• MArch ’15
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This is 
no small 
project.
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That’s why we’re  
 doing it.
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For more information on giving to the 
GSD, please contact:

Beth Kramer, Associate Dean for

Development & Alumni Relations

bkramer@gsd.harvard.edu

617.496.3868

Harvard University  
Graduate School of Design

48 Quincy Street

Cambridge, MA 02138

617.495.4315

campaign@gsd.harvard.edu
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